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A Compilation of Dan Boone Information 
Permission To Disagree? 

(A review of A Charitable Discourse by Dan Boone) 

The foundational error in this book lies with the author's view of Biblical inerrancy. 
While rightfully observing that the Bible is not a history or science text, he wrongly 
concludes that apparent contradictions are due to a flawed Bible, rather than the flawed 
understanding of human scientists, historians, and scholars. He declares that thousands of 
highly trained scientists, belonging to organizations like the Institute for Creation 
Research, are in "total denial...of scientific inquiry" because they believe science supports 
a young earth viewpoint. The book is also marred by arrogance: The different viewpoints 
held by university scholars and laity is due to the latter's lack of education, reasoning, and 
logic. He spends considerable ink explaining that there may be some good in the largely 
irrelevant emerging church fad, an attempt that seems mostly a defense of his personal 
involvement in the social justice and dubious global warming agendas. 

He defends the idea of exposing his students to emerging church leaders as necessary to 
their understanding of differing worldviews. It is doubtful, however, that he would invite 
a Biblical fundamentalist, a Christian young earth scientist, or someone like Rush 
Limbaugh to his campus to voice their worldviews. He confuses the use of political 
power to seize and redistribute wealth though social programs with the Biblical concept 
of voluntary, compassion motivated charity. His promotion of a "Christianized" version 
of the global warming agenda reflects great leaps of faith in this flawed, controversial, 
agenda driven science, however, it is consistent with a social justice inspired concept of 
global wealth redistribution. The book does redeem itself with thoughtful treatments of 
alcohol, sexual activity, and homosexuality. Finally, I must say, I am not an angry 
"Jihadist" (one of is his more offensive word associations) just because I am critical of 
his agenda.  
 
Paul Beirnes,  
Church Board Secretary,  
Grace Church of the Nazarene,  
Columbia, TN 
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A Charitable (to people who think like me) Discourse 

Dan Boone’s latest book is underwhelming. Only through the first four chapters, I have 
too many quotes to legally cite, not being an official reviewer. This one from the chapter 
on grandstanding is a good example of the tone of the book: 

Similar to enemy making, this ploy reminds people of their fear while reassuring them 
that the one using this tactic is their savior from this fear. It makes speeches that appeal to 
the lowest common denominator in the crowd—our joint fear. It repeats time-tested 
clichés. It casts doubts about anything “new” because the “old” is always more 
dependable. It is closed to new viewpoints from the outside. It sweeps issues under the 
rug with generalizations. It seeks to appear conservative while actually being more in 
keeping with the ways of the world. It postures itself as the safe position. It even quotes 
Scripture. 

Note that Boone proceeds to commit every ploy he condemns. Posing as savior and 
guarding against opponents of the church's brave new world, he leads his flock on. No 
specific examples are given, only generalizations. Note the new ideas are from the 
outside, not Scripture. Conservatives wishing to adhere to Scripture are bad. 

In earlier chapters, the reader is told not to label, yet Boone denigrates fundamentalist 
Christians, conservatives, Christians who listen to Fox News, Glenn Beck and Rush 
Limbaugh. Thus far, the longest chapter has only been four pages on my Kindle. That 
does not allow room for any substantive treatment; thus far I am only reading an editorial 
letter, expressing more opinion than fact. 

I have not scanned ahead to see if later chapters have any more depth, I'll take them as 
they come, but thus far, I am left amazed this attack piece was considered worthy to see 
the light of day. 

James Scullin 

 

 

Comment from Jim on Facebook regarding book reviews on Amazon: 
 
I saw 5 star reviews from NTS (Benefiel, Hardy, Truesdale) two DS's, a former GS (Jim Bond) and pastor 
from Chicago First. But the biggest indictment is Amazon's suggestive selling. It says customers who buy 
this book also buy Rob Bell's Love Wins as a co-purchase. 
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The following are the three comments that Dr. Dan Boone made, in response to my article Trevecca 
Nazarene University Promoting Mysticism and Pagan Practices. 

Dan Boone, on February 5th, 2010 at 5:30 pm 

Tim, can you give me a call. I’d rather talk person to person. What you are attacking is not pagan or 
mystical or Catholic, but the Biblical practice of prayer by our students. The word labyrinth is no longer on 
our website. We have removed it to keep from offending you and your friends. We don’t mean the same 
thing you do when we use the word, but to keep from offending, we have decided to stop using it. 

Let me describe for you what actually happens in the prayer room. Leading up to revival, we always create 
a prayer room where our students can prepare themselves for revival. There are 5 prayer stations. At the 
first one, students read and meditate on the Psalm, “search me and know my heart, try me and know my 
ways….” At the second station, they pray for the entire campus to be open to the preaching of the word. At 
the third station, they pray for lost friends on the campus to be saved during the meeting. At the fourth 
station, they pray for our chaplain, the musicians, and the evangelist. And at the fifth station, they pray for 
their family and church back home. We learned to pray this way from the scriptures. The practice of the OT 
people of God in the temple includes Psalms of individual confession of sin, thanksgiving, offering up 
sacrifice, and prayers for their nation and king. The practice of Jesus was to go into the mountains and pray 
with the Father. His followers were so moved by his practice that they asked to be taught to pray as he has 
prayed. In the Sermon on the Mount we are instructed to go into our prayer closet, close the door and pray 
to the Father in heaven. The epistles are full of instructions regarding the kind of prayers we are to pray. 
We learned to pray like this from the Bible. 

The fact that some of these forms were practiced by the Catholic Church is incidental. Given they were the 
only church for 1500 years after Christ, it would be expected that the church formed in the Protestant 
Reformation would do some of the things that Christians had been doing for 1500 years. 

I grew up in a church that had cottage prayer meetings, 48 hour continuous prayer at the church altar, and 
open altar times during the early morning. I learned this from people much older than me, not from 
emergent theologies or Catholics. And given the setting of a college campus, with 4 to 8 people living in a 
suite of rooms, it is hard for students to find space and place to pray alone. To set aside a room where they 
can pray is a very Biblical thing to do. For someone to grasp the word labyrinth and fill it with meaning 
that is pagan, and accuse us of those type practices, is either a gross misunderstanding or an intentional lie. 

Regarding the trip to the Abbey, it started in the late 1960’s with Dr. Bill Strickland, one of our now-retired 
religion professors. We choose the Abbey for our silent retreat for several reasons. It is affordable room and 
board for our students. The monks there run a retreat business that is highly hospitable. It is a beautiful 
setting for a retreat. It also is designed for minimal distractions – no TV’s or radios in rooms, no lobby 
music blaring, no fast food restaurants up and down the street. Students today live in the middle of noise all 
the time. We think it is important to teach them to practice the command – “Be still and know that I am 
God”. The monks neither teach nor participate in the retreat. We show them common Christian courtesy by 
inviting them to welcome the group and tell us about the Abbey requirements, much as would happen on 
any camp ground being leased. To leap from renting a retreat facility to embracing the Catholic theology or 
the works of Thomas Merton is like saying that someone who stays in a Marriott Hotel is practicing 
Mormonism (a Mormon family owns it)… or like accusing a church of being Satanic because they held 
their retreat in a hotel that hosted a Wiccan Convention last year. I am not approving Mormon teachings by 
renting a room at the Marriott Courtyard. This retreat is a model of what Jesus did – leaving the crowds and 
the noise to go into the mountains to pray, to get alone with God, to listen to the Father. The occurrence of 
the words “hear”, “listen”, “what the Father says”, and other similar phrases are all over the Bible. Jesus 
got away, quieted himself, and listened to the Father. I am shell-shocked that any Christian would attack us 
for teaching students to do this and providing the most affordable, hospitable, quiet place we could find that 
would be conducive to this experience. We’re raising up a new generation of praying college students. 
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Being called pagan and Catholic and new age and heretical is just unreasonable. I still have a hard time 
understanding this type attack. 

The above article concerning Trevecca is based on a word (labyrinth) and a retreat place (the Abbey). We 
no longer use the word because we seek not to offend you, and the practices you have associated with the 
word never occurred. I’m not sure God is all that bothered what we call the place we pray – labyrinth, 
prayer room, prayer closet, bedside, church altar. I think it is more important that we pray. 

We’ll keep using the prayer retreat site because it is a good place for our students to get alone with God. 

As to complaints about silence as a practice int he presence of God, I think that is also Biblical. “Be still 
and know that I am God.” Numerous Psalms that speak of quieting the heart. All the commands to listen 
and hear. The practice of Jesus getting alone with the Father – mountains, Gethsemane. John on the Island 
of Patmos. Paul praying in the prison. I just can’t believe God wants us to do all the talking. I’m sure God 
prefers that we get silent and listen. And we teach our students how to discern the voice of God – what God 
says is in keeping with the written word of scripture, it is aligned with the character of Jesus, it is faithful to 
the doctrine that has been handed down to us by our Wesleyan-holiness fathers and mothers, it is confirmed 
by the common experiences of other believers, and it is reasonable… being that God is a God of order. 

If I were a parent, knowing what is happening in public universities these days, I’d do anything to get my 
child into a university that is serious about prayer, Bible, theology, and a Christian lifestyle. I wouldn’t be 
bashing a school devoted to doing these things. You have chosen the wrong enemy to fight, and God gets 
no glory in this kind of slander. Your stated “contention for the faith” is more like a witch hunt based on 
your assumption of personal inerrancy and your castigation of good, Godly people that you have never met 
or had a face-to-face conversation with. I am also wounded by your attack on the Catholics. I cannot find 
where God has asked us to do this. I do remember Wesley suggesting that we extend hands to those who 
claim Christ, and Jesus himself refusing to call down fire on the Samaritans as suggested by his disciples. If 
I remember correctly, he rebuked them. 

I stand ready to forgive the above mis-characterization and slander of Trevecca, and am praying that God 
will open your eyes to the significant harm you are doing to Christ. With the Apostle Paul, I am willing to 
fill up in my body the sufferings of Christ and thereby be identified with Christ in his sufferings – I just 
didn’t think it would come from someone claiming to know Jesus…but then, it was the religious folk who 
crucified him. 

Blessings, 

Dan Boone 

Dan Boone, on February 7th, 2010 at 4:33 pm 

Tim, thanks for the correction on the authorship of the web article. I wasn’t sure who had written it. I am in 
a good conversation with Manny and look forward to further correspondence with him. 

And to other responders, the sentence regarding the 1500 years is meant to state that there were no 
Protestant denominations in existence – only the Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox churches and a few 
smaller movements. I am talking about how the church organized in the first century following the 
completion of the canon, and the ongoing existence of the church in that form for the next 1500 years. I am 
not speaking about the church of Acts, Revelation, etc. That church was a fragile local expression just 
gaining foothold through the missionary leadership of Paul and others. 

I wish we could recover the missional fire of that early Biblical church today. The closest thing I’ve seen to 
it lately is the students of Trevecca. They preach the gospel to the poor under bridge overpasses, host the 
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homeless on our campus and feed them, oppose human trafficking, tutor inner city children, move into 
poorer neighborhoods to embody the gospel of Jesus, travel to the poorest of places for work and witness, 
plow gardens for the elderly, visit prisons and hold services, and give sacrificially for the cause of Christ in 
the world. They find the attack on their college ludicrous. I tell them it is good practice in blessing those 
who persecute the righteous. 

One other note – having written on the Revelation, I actually believe the harlot church of Rev. 17 was the 
Roman Empire, which followed in the wake of Egypt and Babylon as other empires supported by the beast 
on whose back they rode. Any corporate power becomes the harlot when it does the work of evil. This is 
not so much a prediction of what might be coming, as a historical message to the people to whom the book 
was written. The idea that this is the church of the future misses the point that kings, merchants, and 
shipmasters were the ones invested in the harlot that fell. This sounds more to me like economies, 
governments, and power brokers than a form of religion. While Rome had its priests and enforcers 
supporting the temple guilds, the primary focal point was professional guilds and their role in building the 
empire. That’s why I’m working on issues like human trafficking, immigration law, prison reform, and 
poverty rather than yoga, who a retreat center hosts, and whether silence before God meets the stringent 
requirement of people who have never been in a Trevecca prayer room. You’ve got the wrong enemy. We 
are teaching students to love and serve the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to pray, to fast, to 
listen to God, to give to the poor, to bear witness to the faith. Come on guys, stop this silliness. 

There may be Christians being led astray somewhere by mystical practices and pagan connections, but not 
at Trevecca. I hope to find reasonable people in this reformed Nazarene movement. You are being drawn 
into an enemy-centered life and are imagining enemies where you actually have friends. I have taken a 
huge risk to step into a conversation that many of my friends say is unreasonable, one-way, highly 
judgmental, and useless. Reading the Bible makes me hopeful. I hope you will change your tone and stop 
doing damage to a Christian university. Our world needs schools like Trevecca. 

Blessings, Dan 

Dan Boone, on February 9th, 2010 at 5:34 pm 

What an exchange! Wow! I am so thankful. As a university president, I love to find opportunities to teach 
our students about important issues. Religious fundamentalism is one of the hot topics in the world today 
and this website has given me the best model, other than Islamic fundamentalism, to demonstrate to 
students how religious fundamentalism works. Let me be clear, I think these folk are good American 
citizens and despise, as we all do, the terrorist attacks on America. But the strategies and tactics of religious 
fundamentalism are pretty consistent across the board. A small group of people declare themselves the 
authority in interpreting some ‘holy’ text, they create litmus tests of orthodoxy, they name the enemies who 
will not bow to their demands nor confess under their accusations, they seek the largest targets they can 
find to gain the greatest attention (like a university or denomination- or a Twin Towers if they are Islamic) , 
and then they attack. Because they bow to no authority, other than their own interpretation of God, they are 
inerrant. Because they themselves operate no church, denomination, university , or government, they can 
freely snipe at those who do. 

This is wonderfully educational. 

This is what happens when religions have no accountability. I am accountable at many layers for my walk, 
talk, and leadership as a minister in the Church of the Nazarene. The sponsors of this blog are free of 
accountability – other than “God”, I’m guessing they will say. But when your “God” already believes your 
opinions, is this really the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ or is it a god made in their own image? 
Friends, this is exactly how fundamentalism works. 

Now, I must confess a sin. I did not listen to some friends who told me that I would not find a rational 
conversation here. I am most likely viewing these websites for the last time and would urge all thinking 
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Christians to join me in the exit. Maybe we can stun them with our silence. In the meantime, I am working 
on a book called “A Charitable Discourse on the Things that Divide Us”. I’ll discuss Jihad in the church. 
Trevecca will soon post an open letter to the Reformed/Concerned Nazarenes. 

I am proud of our university and wish to let everyone know that if your cup of tea is the kind of 
“Christianity” posted here, Trevecca probably isn’t for you. We won’t be trying to conform to these folk, 
nor soft-pedaling around them. But if you are looking for a Wesleyan-rooted, Biblical, hospitable, spiritual-
formation teaching, servant-oriented, prayerful, serious-about-changing the world national research 
university of the highest calibre – check us out. We’re open for business and loving life on the hill. 

 
 
Statement documented by Tim Wirth in conversation with Dan Boone: 
 

“The Hebrew creation account is a re-telling of the Babylonian tale. Their Hebrew feast days are re-
interpretations of the Canaanite days. The Royal Psalms in the collection of Psalms were once Canaanite 
songs.” 
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Conversation with a University President 

Posted by nazarenepsalm113 on February 8, 2010 

Here is a email exchange my friend and brother in the Lord had with Dan Boone President of Trevecca 
Nazarene University. 

here is a link to Mannys site and the original article as well-I added a couple quotes and closing comments 
to this article. 

http://reformednazarene.wordpress.com/2010/02/08/conversation-with-a-university-president/ 

Posted on February 8, 2010 by reformednazarene 
As they say on Fox News, “we report, you decide.” I have been in a back and forth dialogue with the 
President of Trevecca Nazarene University, Dr. Dan Boone, since I posted my article, Trevecca Nazarene 
University Promoting Mysticism and Pagan Practices. We have had a cordial conversation, in spite of the 
harsh criticism of Trevecca that I have given in my article. In fact, this is the first real “conversation” of 
substance that I have had with anyone in Nazarene leadership in the past year and a half, and that is greatly 
appreciated, because dialogue is what concerned Nazarenes have been looking to have for a long time. All 
we have been asking for is direct answers to the questions we have about some things that have been 
troubling us in the past several years. 
So I am posting an exchange between Dr. Boone and me (he has given me permission to share them). Here 
are the emails, unedited and uncensored. Dr. Boone’s words are in blue text, my original words are on 
black, and my added comments are in red). 

Brothers and sisters, please read this carefully and judge for yourself but only in the light of scripture. 

———————————————— 
From: Boone, Dan 
Sent: Tue 2/02/10 10:04 PM 
Dear Manny, 
Greetings friend. I just got home from a campus revival service. Over 500 students gathered for great 
worship. The song Be Thou My Vision captivated us in worship and praise. The preacher has been walking 
us through the Lord’s Prayer. (Monday night) – Hallowed name = the sanctification of the name of God in 
his people remaking us in the image and likeness of God. (Tuesday morning) – Kingdom come/will be 
done = the deliverance from self-rule and self-sovereignty for a life of obedience to God and his mission in 
the world. (Tonight) Give us bread = to be human is to be needy before the provision of God and humble 
enough to receive it. About 100 were at the altar praying tonight. 
Leading up to revival, we always create a prayer room where our students can prepare themselves for 
revival. There are 5 prayer stations. At the first one, students read and meditate on the Psalm, “search me 
and know my heart, try me and know my ways….” At the second station, they pray for the entire campus to 
be open to the preaching of the word. At the third station, they pray for lost friends on the campus to be 
saved during the meeting. At the fourth station, they pray for our chaplain, the musicians, and the 
evangelist. And at the fifth station, they pray for their family and church back home. Two years ago we 
called this a prayer labyrinth. This identification bothered some people because of the association with 
pagan labyrinths. So we stopped calling it that. But the Concerned Nazarenes have never explained what 
we were doing, nor stopped hammering us about being pagan/emergent/liberal/and any other bad names 
they can come up with. I have answered this hundreds of times. I wish they would stop taking one word, 
filling it with deceptive suggestion, and labeling us. It is beneath the dignity of holiness folk. 
You’ve probably also seen the accusation that we force students to take yoga as a way of introducing them 
to Hindu spirituality. For the record, in 110 years, Trevecca has never had a yoga class. A campus visitor 
saw an ad for a yoga class on our intercampus TV network. It was sponsored by Trevecca Towers, an 
independent HUD housing project for the elderly. They have a yoga class to increase the mobility of their 
residents. Most of the folk in the class are over 65 and many of them are retired Nazarene pastors and 
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missionaries. We haven’t lost any to Hinduism that I know of. 
I regret the pain you have experienced in your church and I wish you God’s healing. I can assure you that 
those who are targeting Trevecca as anti-Christian will not bring you much peace. They are full of fear and 
anxiety. I pray for them and stand ready to forgive. 
Blessings, 
Dan Boone 

From: Boone, Dan 
Sent: Fri 2/05/10 11:38 AM 
To: Manny Silva 
Good morning Manny. Please call me Dan. 
It is a joy to reply to you. I’ve regretted that 98% of the concerned Nazarenes/reformed Nazarenes 
communication has felt like a drive-by shooting – with the exception of one email, no one except you has 
even called or written me. 
I am thankful for your concerns that the church be rooted in the scriptures, and also that our Wesleyan 
heritage be valued. As a Wesleyan, I concur with the quadrilateral of scripture, tradition, experience, and 
reason. This has guided the holiness movement across centuries. 
In your email below I have tried to respond to the objections you have raised. Also, please note my closing 
note to you at the end of your letter. 
From: Manny Silva 
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2010 7:53 AM 
To: Boone, Dan 
Dear Dr. Boone, 
Thanks for getting in touch with me, although I should have sent the article to you right away. I appreciate 
the response, as many of us have been seeking answers from leadership to questions about the 
emerging/emergent church, contemplative spirituality practices, Roman Catholic works-based rituals, Open 
Theism, and other teachings that have caused us to be concerned, and not just simply a few of us who are 
“officially” connected to Concerned Nazarenes. Please understand that I and others are equal opportunity 
critics, and have been also raising questions about practices and teachings at such schools as Northwest 
Nazarene, Point Loma, and Eastern Nazarene College, where I attended for several years. 
Thank you for the thought regarding my experience at my church, but sadly, it is but one of many similar 
stories of faithful Nazarenes being forced out of their churches because of this emergent ideology. It is not 
an isolated incident, and I keep receiving more and more of these stories from folks around the country. 
Did you know that many people are leaving the Nazarene denomination, sometimes starting their own 
church instead of putting up with pastors who don’t completely trust the Bible? Much of it is due to the 
contemplative spirituality, emergent philosophy, and introduction of Roman Catholic practices and rituals 
to students and churches. Why are these things being welcomed into our holiness denomination? To be 
holy is to be set apart, yet we seem to be going the other way. 
Regarding the prayer stations you mentioned, I object to those and see them as inappropriate for Christians. 
Nowhere is something like it found in the Bible, and they are simply a man made ritual originating from 
old Roman Catholic traditions similar to the Stations of the Cross. The same goes for prayer labyrinths, of 
which the school prominently displays on the website. Prayer labyrinths are in use now in Nazarene 
churches as well, and it is a practice borrowed from pagan religions which has absolutely no biblical 
justification for its use, and certainly is not part of our wonderful Nazarene heritage. If I am wrong on both 
of these, I still wait for men much more learned than me, to justify the use of these with the scriptures. 
Dan Boone: I think things like this actually are found in the Bible. The practice of the OT people of God in 
the temple includes Psalms of individual confession of sin, thanksgiving, offering up sacrifice, prayers for 
their nation and king. The practice of Jesus was to go into the mountains and pray with the Father. His 
followers were so moved by his practice that they asked to be taught to pray as he has prayed. In the 
Sermon on the Mount we are instructed to go into our prayer closet, close the door and pray to the Father in 
heaven. The epistles are full of instructions regarding the kind of prayers we are to pray. Please read these 
words from my earlier email as a model of this kind of praying – “Leading up to revival, we always create 
a prayer room where our students can prepare themselves for revival. There are 5 prayer stations. At the 
first one, students read and meditate on the Psalm, “search me and know my heart, try me and know my 
ways….” At the second station, they pray for the entire campus to be open to the preaching of the word. At 
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the third station, they pray for lost friends on the campus to be saved during the meeting. At the fourth 
station, they pray for our chaplain, the musicians, and the evangelist. And at the fifth station, they pray for 
their family and church back home.” We learned to pray like this from the Bible. The fact that some of 
these forms were practiced by the Catholic Church is incidental. Given they were the only church for 1500 
years after Christ, it would be expected that the church formed in the Protestant Reformation would do 
some of the same things they did. 
I grew up in a church that had cottage prayer meetings, 48 hour continuous prayer at the church altar, and 
open altar times during the early morning. I learned this from people much older than me, not from 
emergent theologians or Catholics. And given the setting of a college campus, with 4 to 8 people living in a 
suite of rooms, it is hard for students to find space and place to pray alone. To set aside a room where they 
can pray is a very Biblical thing to do. For someone to grasp the word labyrinth and fill it with meaning 
that is pagan, and accuse us of those type practices, is either a gross misunderstanding or an intentional lie. 
I also believe that the trip to the Abbey at Gethsemani is wrong and should not be allowed to happen. 
Students all over the country seem to be getting introduced to Roman Catholic practices and monastic 
rituals on a regular basis, and I ask again, why? Why are Nazarene students going to this monastery to 
“fellowship” with those whose basis for salvation is works based, and not by faith alone in Jesus alone. 
Why is it that your university, along with others, is increasingly promoting these events, as well as 
promoting the use of books by such authors as Thomas Merton, a man who equated Buddhism with 
Christianity, and Henri Nouwen, who was a universalist. Do you embrace the official teachings of Roman 
Catholicism as being par with our Wesleyan heritage? I have a love for Roman Catholics, but I want to 
present the true gospel to them, not fellowship with them and thereby give our tacit approval to their 
heretical teachings by associating with them in such a manner. I have seen the agenda for this retreat, and it 
is disturbing. 
Dan Boone: The trip to the Abbey started in the late 1960’s with Dr. Bill Strickland, one of our religion 
professors. We choose the Abbey for our silent retreat for several reasons. It is affordable room and board 
for our students. The monks there run a retreat business that is highly hospitable. It is a beautiful setting for 
a retreat. It also is designed for minimal distractions – no TV’s or radios in rooms, no lobby music blaring, 
no fast food restaurants up and down the street. Students today live in the middle of noise all the time. We 
think it is important to teach them to practice the command – “Be still and know that I am God”. 
The monks neither teach nor participate in the retreat. 
(* Clarification: The opening prayer is scheduled to be delivered by a monk, and the students are given 
options to participate in some of the regular hours of prayer that the monks participate in). 
We show them common Christian courtesy by inviting them to welcome the group and tell us about the 
Abbey requirements, much as would happen on any camp ground being leased. To leap from renting a 
retreat facility to embracing the Catholic theology or the works of Thomas Merton is like saying that 
someone who stays in a Marriott Hotel is being Mormonized. A Mormon family, or maybe it’s a Latter 
Day Saints family, owns Marriott. I actually like to stay there because I get a good room rate and they are 
clean. I am not approving their teachings by renting a room from them. This retreat is a model of what 
Jesus did – leaving the crowds and the noise to go into the mountains to pray, to get alone with God, to 
listen to the Father. The occurrence of the words “hear”, “listen”, “what the Father says”, and other similar 
phrases are all over the Bible. Jesus got away, quieted himself, and listened to the Father. 
Manny, I am shell-shocked that any Christian would attack us for teaching students to do this and providing 
the most affordable, hospitable, quiet place we could find that would be conducive to this experience. 
We’re raising up a new generation of praying college students. Being called pagan and Catholic and new 
age and heretical is just unreasonable. I still have a hard time understanding this type attack. 
I was not really aware of the yoga story you mentioned, but (with all due respect) I question the 
discernment of Nazarene pastors and missionaries who would participate in yoga, of which there is nothing 
Christian about it. It is again, the incorporation of a pagan religious practice, and that cannot be separated 
from it. 
Dan Boone: I don’t even have a dog in this hunt. 
Dr. Boone, there are many of us who will not let up in asking for answers and for accountability. 
Dan Boone: have hereby accounted for what we are doing, defending it as Biblical, Wesleyan, reasonable, 
and rooted in a common Christian experience of generations of Nazarenes. I have also included Judge 
Charles Davis on the email as the Chair of our Board of Trustees, to whom I as President am accountable 
for my leadership of Trevecca. I also am fully aware that I stand accountable to the church and have 
included the two General Superintendents that you have been corresponding with, along with the GS in 
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Jurisdiction of Trevecca. Above and beyond this, I am accountable to God and am fully at peace that we are 
following the ways of Jesus and seeking to live as holy servants. 
All we are doing is really… to try to warn you about a serious danger to the church. We love our 
denomination too much to ignore what is spreading throughout the Christian world like cancer. We are in 
no way hateful Nazarenes, or mean-spirited, although admitting we are not perfect. I would disagree with 
one of your comments, and would say that it would be beneath our dignity, not to say anything and speak 
out. We are dedicated to one thing right now, and that is to preserve the purity of the gospel, which was 
“once for all entrusted to the saints.” 
May I also offer a warning? The doctrine of Holy Love, entire sanctification is being muddied by 
unfounded accusations, insinuations of evil intent where there is none; and all this (with the exception of 
you and one other) is being done on a public website rather than person to person. It is based on a word 
(labyrinth) and a retreat place (the Abbey). We no longer use the word because we seek not to offend you, 
and the practices associated with the word never occurred. We’ll keep using the prayer retreat site because 
it is a good place for our students to get alone with God. 
(MANNY: *If the word labyrinth is not being used anymore, is the practice still happening? Because it is 
the practice or ritual which we find wrong, not whatever it is called). 
What we are seeking is answers to questions such as these, and perhaps you or someone from the theology 
department can answer these questions: 
1. MANNY: Is the use of prayer labyrinths justified by scripture? If so, please show me. 
Dan Boone: We’ve stopped using the word, please stop beating us over the head with it. 
(MANNY: * See: The Labyrinth: A Walk to Life or A Walk To Death?) 
2. MANNY: Are prayer stations biblically justified? 
Dan Boone: I really don’t know. I actually don’t care whether you call the place you pray a prayer station, a 
prayer closet, an altar, a bedside, or a quiet retreat place. But I am absolutely certain that providing places 
to pray, confess, intercede for others is Biblically justified. 
3. MANNY: If it’s okay to fellowship with Roman Catholic monks at a monastery, is it also okay to 
fellowship with Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons, who also say they believe in Jesus Christ as their 
Savior? 
Dan Boone: If you believe all Catholics to be lost and unsaved (which I don’t), this would make them 
sinners. I recall that Jesus was accused of fellowshipping with sinners quite frequently. I guess I am guilty. 
I actually think God wants us to be with them. 
(*Clarification from Manny: I do not believe all Catholics are lost. I do believe the institution of the RCC 
does teach heretical doctrines, such as: praying to Mary or the saints; purgatory; the communion wafer and 
wine being the actual body and blood of Christ; works-base salvation. Therefore, creating a doctrine 
contrary to the gospel is in direct disobedience to Jesus Christ and His command to obey Him in 
everything). 
** Further clarification: A Catholic who believes in the same heretical dooctrines as the RCC teaches, and 
believes in works-based salvation- well, that Catholic could not be saved, because that would be believing 
in another Jesus. Same goes for Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses. These folks are not truly saved). 
4. Is practicing the silence (as advertised for in the retreat) a spiritual discipline, and if so, where is that 
taught in the Bible? 
Dan Boone: “Be still and know that I am God.” Numerous Psalms that speak of quieting the heart. All the 
commands to listen and hear. The practice of Jesus getting alone with the Father – mountains, Gethsemane. 
John on the Island of Patmos, Paul praying in the prison. I can’t believe God wants us to do all the talking. 
I’m sure God prefers that we get silent and listen. 
(* Note from Manny: See my post regarding Psalm 46:10, which is used as the main reason to practice 
contemplative prayer). 
5. MANNY: Is there such a thing as Christian yoga, and should Christians incorporate this into their lives 
as a good thing? 
Dan Boone: I have no opinion on this. I do think exercise is good for the body. You are more than free to 
make your case against yoga. I just have other things that I see as more valuable to oppose – human 
trafficking, alcohol destruction, hunger, etc. I am not suggesting that you don’t care about things like this, 
but the websites I see attacking us don’t mention these kinds of issues – only yoga, labyrinths, Catholics, 
and other stuff. 
6. MANNY:  So if I listen long enough, I can hear the voice of God? How do I know that what I hear is 
really the voice of God? 
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Dan Boone: What God says is in keeping with the written word of God, it is aligned with the character of 
Jesus, it is faithful to the doctrine that has been handed down to us by our Wesleyan-holiness fathers and 
mothers, it is confirmed by the common experiences of other believers, and it is reasonable… being that 
God is a God of order. 
MANNY: I have so many other questions to all of the universities and even to our General 
Superintendents, for example: how can I trust God if I believe that God makes mistakes? (Open Theism). 
But that can be another day I guess. There are many Nazarenes who truly believe that there has be a serious 
correction, a repentance, throughout our universities and churches, by those who are pushing the 
emergent/contemplative/Roman Catholic practices in the Nazarene denomination, or serious judgment will 
come because of a failure to recognize and respond to this crisis. We love our church. Why would we 
otherwise pay such a price that we have paid, for what we have stood for? Either we are confused and are 
disobeying God, or it is the result of faithfulness to God, and an indication of what was promised in 1 Tim 
3:12: “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 
I sincerely am praying that this event will be canceled. I understand that many were at the altar praying at 
that revival, but I would rather see one contrite person who has responded to the true gospel, than see 100 
people praying, of which some perhaps are putting their trust in man made practices and rituals that have no 
basis in scripture. 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Manny Silva 
Dan Boone: I respect your right to question these practices. I hope my response has been helpful to your 
understanding of the truth. One of the things I try to do when I disagree with someone is to look for signals 
that God may be blessing what they are doing. The fruit of Godly living, Christian service, and holy 
witness being borne by the students and faculty of Trevecca is easy to see. Come visit us. I wish you 
continued healing in your life. 
Blessings, 
Dan 

TIM WIRTH: My Closing Comments- 

Dan refers to the Catholic Church as the only church for the first 1500 years. That is historically untrue. I 
called Dan out on his statement  and he changed his statement in the comments section on Manny site. 

Dan has also referred to both Thomas Merton and Ignatius of Loyola as spiritual giants, so it is erroneous 
logic for Dan to state: “To leap from renting a retreat facility to embracing the Catholic theology or the 
works of Thomas Merton is like saying that someone who stays in a Marriott Hotel is being Mormonized.” 
I find that statement to be absurd–you don’t get Gethsemani without getting Merton. It isn’t benign like 
staying in a hotel; keep in mind as well that Dan has referred to Thomas Merton as a spiritual giant. 

Here are two more quotes from Dan I will let you decide what you think of this. 

“The Hebrew creation account is a re-telling of the Babylonian tale. Their Hebrew feast days are re-
interpretations of the Canaanite days. The Royal Psalms in the collection of Psalms were once Canaanite 
songs.” 

 


