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The following is by John Henderson in response to an article posted by Rev.
Kevi...
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April 11 at 4:40pm · Unlike ·  6

Todd Richardson Great article, very well said!
April 11 at 4:42pm · Like ·  1

J. Mark Barnes Excellent, Kevin!
April 11 at 4:51pm · Like

Liberty Bell Because it has the HT endorsement, it then becomes the unofficial official statement -
UNchallenged.
April 11 at 5:06pm · Unlike ·  6

David W. Edwards The "response" posted above saddens me, because it is precisely the kind of thing
Pastor Ulmet was talking about - not so much a response as a grievance-laden tirade. This whole
thing saddens me because it takes our focus off the gospel and off the mission of the Church of the
Nazarene. It must be possible to express concerns about theology without engaging in personal
attacks.
April 11 at 5:32pm · Like ·  16

Aleta Soward Smith Amen
April 11 at 5:45pm · Like

Manny Silva And so you are okay with the kind of words the pastor used as a blanket description of
all Nazarenes who are concerned?:

“driven by categorization, guilt-by-association, and “gotcha” tactics; narrowly and selfishly define
worship by their own personal tastes; Internet rumormongers; professors under surveillance;
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self-righteous piety; special interest-political-action-group thinking; such divisive and disruptive
behavior.”

Are these kind, loving words from Rev. Ulmet, David?

Perhaps you could specify what was so bad about the response to Rev Ulmet, as I have mentioned
here abouy the Rev's kind words.
April 11 at 5:47pm · Like ·  4

Christi Drechsel Brenda: thank you so much for posting the link for the response to that article!!!
April 11 at 5:48pm · Unlike ·  5

Cheryl Haynes And while we fight amongst ourselves, people are dying and going to hell without
Christ! And the enemy of our souls is laughing...
April 11 at 5:52pm · Like ·  7

Manny Silva Cheryl, does that mean we should not expose false teaching as Christians are
commanded to do? Many people do go to hell as a result of false teaching. The enemy laughs when
we close our eyes to that.
April 11 at 6:35pm · Like ·  2

Steven Camp There are a couple of good articles in this edition. :) shannon
April 11 at 6:47pm · Like ·  1

Andi Tubbs As a 3rd generational Nazarene it is my personal opinion that the Articles of Faith, and
the church manual were written by men. If they are causing division within the church as a whole then
they need to be looked at for the overall health of the church. The articles and manual can and have
created legalism within the church. As an adult I have seen church division and personally I think it
would be better to make sure we are not being divided by legalism. Look at how Jesus felt about the
Sadducees and Pharisees he wasn't too happy about them at all. I am not saying that our Articles of
Faith and Manual are not important, I am saying we need to make sure that they do not supersede
love and God's word.
April 11 at 6:58pm · Like ·  2

Jeremy Bixler It was such a well-thought out, even-handed look at the whole issue. If anything could
bring about true and charitable conversation, it would be this. I try to be constantly hopeful, but this
thread above makes me wonder if true reconciliation is even possible with these folks. I mourn for
them and for my church tonight...
April 11 at 8:29pm · Like ·  7

Desmond Barrett Thank you for another view on this fact. Like you I love the church and am proud
to have been educated at two Nazarene Colleges/Universities and love pastoring in the church. As a
pastor and a new one at that, I overlook the negative chatter and focus on the love of Christ. Our
local church while small is mighty in loving the Lord and trying to reflect the love of Christ in
everything we do.
We are a missional church whose focus is to give at least 25% of our budget to others. We are
invested in building the kingdom and people up rather than ripping them down. For too long we have
fought a cultural war with other churches and individuals because they don’t look or act like us. Our
mission is to make Christ-like disciples. You can’t make them, unless you love them. You do that by
building a friendship rather than throwing religion at them.
My family came from a Nazarene Church that preached the gospel but worshiped in a more
contemporary way. The church we have taken sings hymns each week out of the hymnal and I love it.
Why? Because I love Jesus. The word says; make a joyful noise, not a classical or contemporary but a
joyful noise. We should celebrate churches that are reaching outside the mainstream to reach the
lost. Our job is not to be members of a club, but a disciple who calls, who reaches, who teaches, and
then who sends.
We can get so stuck on one thing to long that it harms us gravely. That is why I said, my folks don’t
care. Meaning they care more about reaching the lost, than having a debate about who visits what
church. In my eyes, there is enough legalese that could hang a man if a church board, district board,
or the general church wants too. However, instead of looking for a fight, we should look for the lost,
and love them, encourage them, share with them.
April 11 at 9:12pm · Like ·  2

Manny Silva Jeremy, are you saying you agree with those words above that came right out of Rev.Chat (13)
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characterized so easily by such words? So any pastor who disagrees with Rev Ulmet's accusations is
on the wrong side of the tracks on this? Who are "these folks?"
Well thought out and even handed? Rev Ulmet did not substantiate even one of his claims. Not one.
How is that even handed, when he accuses a whole lot of Nazarenes as being guilty of "a Salem witch
hunt? or an "inquisition-type atmosphere?" Is that what you call evenhanded? I am amazed at these
comments, as if he did not even say those things!

I too mourn for my church- because of the false teachings that have captivated its universities and
many of its churches.
April 11 at 9:17pm · Like ·  2

Manny Silva We ought to also preach sound doctrine. We are losing that in the COTN. We are hearing
more and more feel good sermons, and less preaching that emphasizes that we are lost and eternally
going to hell if we do not repent and turn from our sins.

The COTN is now preaching more and more an "experience" of God in ways that are not objective;
instead of experiencing God through the reading of His word, and through prayer and obedience. It is
my prayer that somehow, even though Rev Ulmet's article was posted on Holiness Today without an
opposing view being posted, that it will cause many more Nazarenes to start asking questions as to
where we are headed, when we cannot even affirm that the Bible is fully God's word.

I pray that some of those Nazarenes are reading this right now, and will start asking questions,
perhaps even of your own pastor. But please beware: you must be prepared for the possibility of
being vilified, of being accused of being divisive- just for asking questions about strange, new things
that were never done before. You will become the troublemakers in the church- for daring ot be
Bereans.

But Bereans you must be. Follow the example that Paul himself applauded- that even he was
scrutinized by the Bereans for checking that what he preached was true to Scripture. If any pastor
gives you the line that you ought not to question him- then question him! Don't be afraid! God is with
you.

I am a testimony today, after three years, that God has blessed me and my family, for doing the right
thing- and standing up to those who would promote unbiblical practices. We do not regret being
faithful to God and for upholding His word. Neither should anyone else.

I pay right now God, that you will reveal the truth of what is going on to at one person reading this
thread. In Jesus's holy name.
Amen
April 11 at 9:56pm · Like ·  3

Hans Deventer Well, so much for the quote. You are right, Jeremy, with some, there is no listening.
Nothing short of a full surrender to everything Mr. Silva has in mind will be sufficient. Now the good
news is that there are also people who are concerned but who do want to share their views AND
listen. With those, there is future.
April 12 at 12:49am · Like ·  5

Manny Silva Hans, "Mr. Silva" did not write this response to Rev. Ulmet. Would you care to insult the
writer also? He is a retire Nazarene elder, by the way.

Or would you care to defend some of the things you believe that run contrary to Holy Scripture? Let
the readers of HT see for themselves what you believe- and make up their minds if it is sound
doctrine or not.

Would you also care to defend the characterizations Rev Ulmet made about so many Nazarenes who
do not agree with you and your views of Scripture?
April 12 at 1:10am · Like ·  1

Hans Deventer Manny, I'll respond to people who care to listen. I could never get through your thick
skin.
April 12 at 2:00am · Like

Manny Silva Yes, I do have a thick skin, personal insults do not phase me in the least. And I do prefer
to make the case against false teaching directly as much as possible, and try to avoid dealing withChat (13)
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emergent movement is becoming more evident to more Nazarenes,and frankly, that's good. This
article in HT is probably a good thing and has helped awaken some people to understand. "God
works in mysterious ways".

For all who are reading this, please check things out according to Scripture, not anyone's opinion or
fancy theological and philosophical words. Be a Berean. Do not take things for granted that if the
leaders say its okay, it must be okay. Do not fall for that trap.

Satan appears as an angel of light. He does not do an "in your face" thing where he clearly shows his
cards. He is deceptive, and there are many who have been deceived by him, and now are tools of his
plan to divert as many as possible form the truth of God's word.

"Galatians 1:6-10 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the
grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some
people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we
or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be
eternally condemned! As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a
gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned! Am I now trying to win the
approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would
not be a servant of Christ.
April 12 at 7:21am · Like ·  1

Judy Rich Engel WOW! And we wonder why people are turned off by the church? I pray my own son,
who is on the edge of rejecting the church because of behavior like this, never reads this comment
thread.
April 12 at 8:07am · Like ·  9

Sharon Alexander-Norman @ Judy, Amen!!!!
April 12 at 9:16am · Like ·  3

Manny Silva Please explain Judy. What behavior is inappropriate to you as a Christian? Is fighting
false teaching inappropriate? These kinds of battles are within the church- we do not judge the
outside world. We are to judge our conduct and our doctrine within the church. That is our
responsibility- not an option.
We are to defend the faith. That's what I try to do. I urge all other Christians to faithfully do so as
well.
April 12 at 9:18am · Like

Manny Silva For what have I to do to judge them also that are outside? do not you judge them that
are within? 1 Cor. 5:12
April 12 at 9:51am · Like

Jon Twitchell Thank you for this timely article.

I especially appreciated the section on Nazarene Higher Education. I am so proud of our institutions
of higher learning, which don't shy away from learning and education. As Dean Bertha Munro (Eastern
Nazarene) said: "There is no conflict between the best in education and the best in our Christian
faith." These words have guided our schools, boards, and leaders for decades.

Our educational institutions are still one of the best parts of our denomination... and are used to
bring people (like me) into the CotN. Our colleges and universities are uniquely positioned to advance
the Kingdom of God in an ever-changing world... and are also able to grow the CotN which they
serve.
April 12 at 10:43am · Like ·  10

Darlene Clark Yeater Just a question - who was the last person you introduced to Christ? Who are
you now personally discipling in the faith?
April 12 at 11:06am · Like ·  1

John Brickley Manny, we are not called to fight we are called to take up our cross and follow Him,
and to go and make disciples. I know that you have spent an incredible amount of time and energy in
the last 4 years fighting. You have said all that can be said, don't you think it is now time to lay down
the sword (remember the example of Peter) and take up the cross? Jesus pointed to love as the
identify mark of His disciples, but in your efforts and work you have replaced that with acceptance ofChat (13)
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position) which you are defining. So in essence you are setting yourself up as the arbiter of orthodoxy
for the Church and demanding that the church adhere to your ideas. What more can be accomplished
by your campaign? How many have to be hurt before enough is enough? Your warnings are out there
in cyberspace, they are not going away, why can't you just stop hurting people and start loving as
Jesus commanded you to?
April 12 at 11:21am · Like ·  5

John Brickley Manny, I am not Judy but I will tell you why it is inappropriate WE ARE NOT CALLED TO
FIGHT, WE ARE CALLED TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER. You chosen the path of violence (albeit in a verbal
sense and not a physical one) as opposed to the path of suffering and serving. Instead of choosing to
live out the gospel through loving all (including those you see as enemies, who sadly are your
brothers and sisters in Christ) your actions betray it all while trying to defend it. It is truly sad to
watch.
April 12 at 11:28am · Like ·  6

Judy Rich Engel A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. Proverbs 15:1
April 12 at 11:35am · Like ·  4

John Brickley This article is a needed statement that has been long in coming. I commend the editors
of Holiness Today for the courage to publish what they knew would be a controversial article. The
way in which many in the church have had to suffer under unfounded attacks often based on second
hand information or on ignorance has been heartbreaking. I know that on my own district one church
was divided by these unfounded attacks and a young pastoral couple suffered greatly because of it.
There have been attempts to divide others churches as well. Ironically this kind of activity is the
complete antithesis of the gospel that those doing so supposedly are fighting so hard to "protect".
The sad thing is that there are people all around us desperate to see the kind of love that changes
lives and transforms communities. They are looking for that love in us, but what they are seeing is a
people at war with themselves. Jesus commanded us to love one another as I have loved you, BY THIS,
will all men know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. Yet those insisting on the church
bowing down to one very narrow view of interpretation (a view never accepted as the official view of
the Church of the Nazarene) have exchanged acceptance of a specific doctrine (that has never been
officially accepted by the Church of the Nazarene) for actually living and loving like Christ as the
identifying mark of a disciple of Christ. I believe as much as anything it is this kind of infighting that
has caused our lack of effective witness in N. America, because when people look at us, they don't
know who we are, because we refuse to do the very thing that He said would identify us with Him:
Love one another as He love us.
April 12 at 11:38am · Like ·  5

Judy Rich Engel I Corinthians 5: 7-137 Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without
yeast--as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us keep
the Festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with bread without yeast,
the bread of sincerity and truth. 9 I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually
immoral people-- 10 not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and
swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. 11 But now I am writing you
that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or
greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat. 12
What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 13
God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you."
April 12 at 11:41am · Like

Judy Rich Engel In context this has a very different meaning IMHO.
April 12 at 11:42am · Like

David W. Edwards John, thank you for your response. Jeremy, I agree with you.
April 12 at 12:25pm · Like

Manny Silva John Brickley, you commend the editors for vicious name calling of many faithful
Nazarenes. Shame on you sir, and I call you out on this publicly since you have chosen to attack me
publicly. My father in law would have rebuked you for your support of the ungodly teachings of the
emergent church. I know it because he supported me all the way- in spite of you thinking he did not.

This is the second public attack on me personally. When was the last time you called me to try to
straighten me out if you thought I was going the wrong way? You are out of line, and that is a very
bas example for a pastor especially. You need to repent John. Chat (13)
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Manny Silva Your lack of Scriptural knowledge- or your purposeful ignoring of it, John Brickley,
shows. You apparently are okay with "love one another" no matter what kind of awful, unbiblical
doctrines come down the street. That is what you are saying, is it not? Shame on you for now fighting
to defend the faith. Shame on you for falling for all the post-modern foolishness of the emergent
church. Shame on you for disrespecting scripture, and saying to me on NazNet that those who testify
that they believe in the Bible COMPLETELY are committing "bibliolatry". Shame on you. You need to
repent.
April 12 at 1:59pm · Like ·  1

Judy Rich Engel Micah 6:6-8 " 6 What can we bring to the LORD to make up for what we've done?
Should we bow before God with offerings of yearling calves? 7 Should we offer him thousands of rams
and tens of thousands of rivers of olive oil? Would that please the LORD? Should we sacrifice our
firstborn children to pay for the sins of our souls? Would that make him glad? 8 No, O people, the
LORD has already told you what is good, and this is what he requires: to do what is right, to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with your God."
April 12 at 3:03pm · Like ·  2

John Brickley Manny I guess I missed the part where I supported the emergent church. The truth is at
times I have been quite critical of it. This is the problem with your extreme position, for you anyone
critical of you and your position is ipso facto emergent, even though you nothing to base that
assertion on in regard to myself. You operate in an all or nothing world view that does not allow for
any compromise but insists on everyone accepting your view point or risk public condemnation. The
fact that I do not espouse what you are claiming that I do is of little importance to you, your just
happy to say it with out taking the time to substantiate your claim. In regard to my lack of Scriptural
Knowledge you know full well my training and ongoing activity in the ministry. The fact that I have
spent the last 30 years in full-time study of and devotion to proclaiming the gospel seems to be
dismissed out hand by you because I don't agree with you.
April 12 at 3:06pm · Like ·  5

Chad Harvey I agree with you, David, an article meant to reconcile and bring civility has brought out
such animosity, anger and personal attacks. A good article.
April 12 at 3:08pm · Like ·  1

Jeremy Bixler ...still mourning... :(
April 12 at 3:09pm · Like ·  4

John Brickley In relation to your comment on Bibliolatry I think this needs a separate response. My
point is not that those who believe in total inerrancy are guilty of idolatry, rather I was referring to a
very particular statement by a particular person who stated that if they found one error (of any kind
factual, scientific, or historical) in scripture that they could not trust God. I simply pointed out to
them that gives scripture self contained authority that is even over God. In other words what this
person was saying is that it is scripture that gives God authority and not the other way around. Any
time we place something (even something good and sacred like scripture) in a position of authority
over God, that is by definition idolatry. The trustworthiness of God is not dependent upon our ability
to prove scripture to be one hundred percent accurate factually, historically, or scientifically, rather
scripture is authoritative to us BECAUSE God has demonstrated His faithfulness from the very
beginning till now. Thus we the believe the Bible because of Him, not Him because of the Bible. It is
the Holy Spirit at work in us that is convicting, convincing and inspiring not only the writing of the
scripture but the reading of it as well. It God who is at work in each of us (even before we read a word
of scripture) wooing us, convincing us of our need for Him (we are Wesleyan after all, prevenient
grace anyone?). Thus God is always above and before scripture for us, and He is not dependent upon
it, rather it is dependent upon Him.
April 12 at 3:25pm · Like ·  3

John Brickley Manny the truth is I am not even opposed to your challenging those pastors, teachers,
and leaders that you think are in error. However, both scripture and the Manual of the Church of the
Nazarene lay out a very specific plan for doing so that is both just and equitable. The problem I think
everyone is having are not your concerns, but the way in which you expressed them. In taking this to
the court of public opinion without going through the proper channels you have chosen the route of
defamation as opposed to working with the church to address these supposed "errors." By setting
yourself up above and outside of the church you have chosen the road of division instead of healing,
and that breaks my heart.
April 12 at 3:47pm · Like ·  5 Chat (13)
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New International Version (NIV)
1 Corinthians 13

1 If I speak in the tongues[a] of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong
or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge,
and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I
possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast,[b] but do not have love, I
gain nothing.

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres.

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will
be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part,
10 but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood
behind me. 12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
April 12 at 4:02pm · Like ·  6

Kyle Borger Yes, we must love no matter what. Must we accept? No. But, yes we have been called to
love everyone including our enemies.
April 12 at 4:05pm · Like ·  3

Manny Silva Is this love John? Is this love, Kyle? A bit hypocritical to quote Corinthians, and then you
do not have a problem with the following epithets. Why is that?

“driven by categorization, guilt-by-association, and “gotcha” tactics; narrowly and selfishly define
worship by their own personal tastes; Internet rumormongers; professors under surveillance;
slanderous attacks from various sources; Salem-witch-hunt; Inquisition-type atmosphere; full of
self-righteous piety; special interest-political-action-group thinking; such divisive and disruptive
behavior.”

I repeat, John, you need to repent. Yes, you do support many of the godless ideologies of the
emergent church. I have seen it in your writings on NazNet. You suddenyl attacked me on NazNet,
when I gave my opinion John. Anyone reading the threads on NazNet that involve those who disagree
strongly, will see where the real hateful speech is coming from.

I am saddened that you have adopted the tactics of some of them; I thought you were better than
that, in spite of our disagreements.

Your view of scripture is evidenced by your very own words, which I have seen. You DO NOT believe
that the Bible is inerrant, and since I do, you like the others characterize me as some kind of kook.
Well, there are a lot of "kooky" pastors in the COTN who would scold you for your lack of trust in all
the Bible. My assessment of you and the NazNetters is right on target.

What I would challenge you to do- is to make all your views totally public, including to your church
members, just as you speak about them at NazNet. Let the people decide for themselves. Don't hide
your views on NazNet.

I would suggest you stop the personal attacks on me here in public. I refuse to let you get away with
it. I tried the first time to make it private, and now you have opened it up again.
April 12 at 4:43pm · Like

Jon Twitchell "We can handle these challenges in biblical ways. We can sit down and reason
together." (K. Ulmet)

I don't know... I thought we could. Maybe we can't.
April 12 at 4:50pm · Like ·  9 Chat (13)
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subjected to attacks such as this. I don't even have words to express my disgust. It's not a defense of
truth or correct doctrine, but an outright assault on those who do not kowtow to a narrow
interpretation. Pastor Ulmet, HT, thank you for the article. I might otherwise have never known the
vitriol many of our pastors and professors are facing. Pastor Brickley is correct in that we have a way
to settle differences. This is not it.
April 12 at 4:58pm · Like ·  9

Kevin Rector From the Church of the Nazarene Manual: 505.1. If a member of the clergy is accused
of misconduct, conduct unbecoming a minister, or of teaching doctrines out of harmony with the
doctrinal statement of the Church of the Nazarene, or of serious laxity in the enforcement of the
Covenant of Christian Character or the Covenant of Christian Conduct of the church, such accusations
shall be placed in writing and shall be signed by at least two members of the Church of the Nazarene
who are at the time in good standing. Accusations of sexual misconduct cannot be signed by any
person who consented to participate in the alleged misconduct. The written accusation must be filed
with the District Advisory Board of the district where the accused has ministerial membership. This
accusation shall become part of the record in the case.
April 12 at 5:06pm · Like ·  12

Kevin Rector Above is the only appropriate way for a Nazarene to call out a "false" teacher. If the
leadership disagrees and the accusation does not bring about church discipline there are two options
open: Submit to the authority of the church per Hebrews 13:17, or find a different church.
April 12 at 5:07pm · Like ·  10

Jon Twitchell David - not just pastors... College professors, presidents, trustees, DSes, and even
GSes have been subject to public attack and letter-writing campaigns. As far as I know, nobody has
taken the time to file charges in the matter specified by the Manual. Instead, the accusations take
place on blogs and facebook.

And when you seek to defend the denomination against these attacks (which have been going on for
4 years now), you get attacked in the manner that you just witnessed, and accused of publicly
attacking those who began the attacks.

I would love for our brothers and sisters to find a place at the table. I fear that they have so firmly
aligned themselves in such a manner that reconciliation isn't possible. IF they wouldn't have
fellowship with the early founders and great theologians of the CotN from years past, I don't know
how they would do so today.
April 12 at 5:09pm · Like ·  7

David W. Edwards Jon, I have been aware of the extent of the attacks, and knew that some of our
GSes had been attacked. A dvd was passed out in Orlando. I watched part of it and quit in disgust.
But this thread has really been an eye-opener for me. And a conversation I had yesterday with a
brother pastor on my own district.
April 12 at 5:17pm · Like ·  1

Jan Worthington Fish Best article I have ever read in H.T. Maybe there is hope!
April 12 at 6:11pm · Like ·  3

Jon Livengood This thread demonstrates why the Pharisees are so terrifying. They were so obsessed
with serving God the "correct" way, they couldn't see him when he stood before them in the flesh.
They were blinded by tradition and religious practices, and they missed out on a relationship with a
loving redeemer. Their priorities where not on people, their priorities were on finger pointing. And
they "shut the door of the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces". God help us.
April 12 at 6:21pm · Like ·  5

Bakercity Nazarene I am thankful for a pastor like Kevin Ulmet who pastors my aging father(a retired
elder) and mother. They love his preaching and teaching and I have reviewed many of his sermon
notes and CD's thanks to my father passing them on to me. I was there at Thanksgiving and Pastor
Kevin preached the Word of God. I emailed him personally to thank him for this fine article. I am also
thankful to HT for printing it. And I am thankful for a church that has given me a place to learn, grow,
minister, ask hard questions and lovingly agree to disagree at times. These are family matters and
the world is now watching via electronic media. They will remember how we treat one another long
after the issues have faded. I pray they will know we are Christians by our love for one another. May
everyone who reads and responds, likes and dislikes, agrees or disagrees with what is written
prayerfully lift up each and every person. Ultimately, we are all brothers and sisters in Christ. What IChat (13)
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worthy of the Lamb that was slain before the foundation of the world. -Pastor Jon Privett Baker City
Oregon
April 12 at 6:24pm · Like ·  9

Trane Willy hmmm.....
April 12 at 8:10pm · Like

Manny Silva John Brickley,
These are your very words, in context, from your NazNet post:

" an example of this, when we look at the teachings of the Concerned Nazarenes and others they will
often make the assertion that the Bible is the only reliable revelation of God (even while the Bible
itself consistently points beyond itself to Christ as the only reliable and ultimate revelation of God),
and that God's word must be without error for if we cannot trust God's word then we cannot trust
God. This assertion places the word of God in a position of authority over God in that the
trustworthiness of God is dependent upon scripture being factually correct and internally consistent
in every jot and tittle.

Moreover it places the highest standard of authority in our hands in that we must demonstrate or
prove that it is completely accurate and true so that it can be trusted and therefore God can be
trusted. It places both the interpreter and scripture in a position of authority over God, and that by
definition is idolatry. In one fell swoop the Concerned Nazarenes have removed God from His throne
and placed the interpreters and the scriptures on it. Christ has been removed from the center and
pushed to the periphery and the result is division and dissension in the body."
April 12 at 8:29pm · Like

Manny Silva God's word IS without error, John Brickley. What is sad is how the emergent church folks
deny its inerrancy and power. How many have walked away from the Lord when they finally decided
that, "why trust the Bible at all? How can I know which parts are true, and which are not?" That is what
is sad today in the COTN. That is the foundational problem underlying the emergent church, the
social justice and environmental movements; the ecumenical and interfaith movement; that is the
problem within our universities and many churches today. They deny the word of God, and do not
believe the word of God.

I quote Dr. Walter Martin:

“What is the great danger in the Christian church today? … The danger to the church today, whatever
the denomination, from within, is the person who wears the cloth of Christ… and who stands behind
the sacred desk, and who is unfaithful to the word of God. That is the ultimate danger to the church.
The corrupt and apostate shepherds who infest our theological seminaries and our colleges, and fill
our pulpits throughout the United States and Canada, and who know not God, do not believe the
gospel of Jesus Christ, and will stand in the way of anybody that wants to preach it.
The cancer is within, and it eats away, and we don’t recognize it."
April 12 at 8:41pm · Like

Jodi Williams Manny, if you don't mind me asking. Where do you pastor?
April 12 at 8:43pm · Like

Manny Silva I am not a pastor, Jodi. I am a pastor's son (he passed away a few yrs ago). Longtime
Nazarene.
April 12 at 8:53pm · Like

Manny Silva John Wesley:

""This is what we now style the Holy Scripture: this is that word of God which remaineth for ever: of
which, though heaven and earth pass away, one jot or tittle shall not pass away. The Scripture
therefore of the Old and New Testament, is worthy of God; and all things together are one entire
body, wherein is no defect, no excess."
April 12 at 11:01pm · Like ·  1

David Pettigrew I haven't subscribed to HT in years. I'm renewing my subscription today, and telling
e eryone in my church to subscribe.
April 12 at 11:03pm · Like ·  8 Chat (13)
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"Nay, if there be any mistakes in the Bible, there may as well be a thousand. If there be one falsehood
in that book, it did not come from the God of truth"
April 12 at 11:03pm · Like

Judy Rich Engel No one has even insinuated here that there are any falsehoods in the Bible. Perhaps,
Manny, your definition of inerancy is a bit different from someone else's. Can we at least agree that
there is NO mistake in the message it was meant to relay to us?
April 12 at 11:32pm · Like

Judy Rich Engel Manny, you said "How many have walked away from the Lord when they finally
decided that, "why trust the Bible at all? How can I know which parts are true, and which are not?"" I
wonder how many MORE have walked away from the Lord, weary from the battle that rages between
His people?
April 12 at 11:34pm · Like ·  5

Greg Farra So Manny, are you going to respond to Kevi's post about the procedure to follow from the
Manual?
April 12 at 11:36pm · Like ·  2

Bob Hunter Manny, I love the Bible as much as you do. So I am wondering if you would join me
practicing scripture and submitting to our God ordained leaders of our Church instead of calling
them out as heretics and false teachers. Will you follow the manual guidelines and pursue peace with
all men? Having a right relationship with your fellow man is more important than shedding blood over
a disagreement and fracturing the body. If you feel the Church of the Nazarene is a lost cause, then
pray for us, leave graciously and join another Church. Until then, it seems only reasonable to follow
the proper channels and live out Hebrews 13:17.
April 12 at 11:37pm · Like ·  5

Bob Hunter BTW, for the record, we actually do believe in a form of innerancy, it happens to be
soteriological innerancy. As far as I can tell, it has served the Church well and changed many of lives,
thanks be to God.
April 12 at 11:39pm · Like ·  7

Keith Ritter Oh yes, now I recall why I checked out of this debate 2 years ago. Pointless.
April 12 at 11:54pm · Like ·  4

Jessica Shaw I am so thankful for Pastor Ulmet's words, and for Holiness Today's editor for printing
what I have been thinking for so long. I say a strong Amen! I chose to become a member of the
Nazarene church over 7 years ago because i believe as other Nazarenes do. I agree with the articles of
Faith and I actively participate with my other brothers and sisters in the work of God. I will not
participate in any decisive means to tear down any other Christian and I will not tolerate the continual
assumption that I cannot discern God's voice or understand God's Word. I Love my Lord, my pastor,
and my church.
April 13 at 12:13am · Like ·  8

Joe Staniforth For the writer of this article and all those who stamp their approval upon it: "How long
will you judge unjustly, and show partiality to the wicked?" (Psalm 82:2)
April 13 at 8:24am · Unlike ·  1

Manny Silva This is particularly for those who have not yet fallen for the emergent church and its
fallacies, and are hearing about this for the first time. Please keep an open mind to the facts of what
is happening in the church.
First, you can go to www.concernednazarenes.org and read some basic statements, see the preview
of the DVD we passed out at GA 2009, and read some testimonies. Second, you can visit my blog,
www.reformednazarene.wordpress.com. It has become the most active blog that reports and
comments on the things going on that are worrisome to a lot of Nazarenes around the world. From
there, there are other Nazarene blogs and sites for further information. We report the facts of what is
going on, and we state our biblical reasons why we believe these things to be evil.

Secondly, do not fall for the false notion that this is a concern of one or two disgruntled people, or a
small group that does not care about the church. It is not that, it is serious, and we warn you because
we care about the church. Nazarenes across the spectrum of the denomination, including pastors,
evangelists, other leaders in the church, and many laypeople, are concerned about the infiltration ofChat (13)
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The basic problem, which is the denial of the Bible as sufficient for our faith; the promotion of the
idea that the Bible is full of mystery and cannot be understood; the disdain for anyone who believes
there are absolute truths in Scripture; the teaching that much of the Bible, like Genesis account, and
Adam and Eve, were only myths created simply to teach a concept, but they were not real; the denial
by such popular leaders as Brian McLaren and Rob Bell, that the Bible is NOT the inspired word of
God, but that it is just a book written by men and that it has errors.

The teaching in our schools that God cannot know the future (open theism), and that God makes
mistakes and learns from them (process theology);

The infiltration of Roman Catholic mysticism in the form of things such as prayer labyrinths,
contemplative prayer techniques such as practicing the silence, and ecumenical services with the
Roman Catholic Churches, which teach a works-based salvation;

The extreme emphasis on the social justice “gospel”, and environmental care of the earth, which has
resulted in the dilution of the true Gospel message that man’s basic need is a Saviour to save him
from his sins. Sin, hell, and the coming judgment have been watered down and are preached less and
less in the pulpits of the emergent church pastors;
Church services have become entertainment venues, rather than worship of God. Secular like
performances, dances, secular plays, secular jazz music in worship, all these things are worship of
self instead of worship of God.

Books, and more books, are taking over for plain study of Holy Scripture, and sermons are peppered
with quotes of mystics such as Thomas Merton, Henri Nouwen, and other Roman Catholic monks who
teach heretical ideas that you can have a deep, personal EXPERIENCE with God if you practice certain
things, if you do certain steps. This negates the all sufficiency of Christ and His word which He has
given us.

There is a lot more to tell you. I ask again, that anyone reading this who is shocked to hear this, and
thinks that this cannot really be true, please consider what we have seen and heard in three years.
Consider the fact that Nazarene churches have and still are losing members because of this
movement. Families have been devastated and separated from other family members because of
pastors who have demonized them for simply asking, why are these strange things being introduced
to my church? Why is not the Bible being taught anymore they ask? Why is the pastor quoting people
whose belief systems do not line up with Nazarene holiness preaching?

We are a growing group, albeit an unofficially organized group. The name Concerned Nazarenes is
meant to be used for any Nazarene who is troubled by what is going on, and does not mean that
person has joined the group on Facebook or signed a membership form. There is none.

I believe that the article by Rev. Ulmet should not have been put on HT, unless there is an opportunity
for someone to write an opposing viewpoint. But I also believe that God will and has taken this, and
has allowed us to open another door here, and around the world, for opening a few more eyes. We do
not fret about numbers of people. We are only concerned with warning one person at a time. When
false teaching is blatantly promoted to thousands on a regular basis, there is no such thing as “going
through proper channels” (even though on a local level, many of us have tried, and have been
rejected and not even been allowed to speak to our church boards). I was one of those, a board
member myself, who was refused the opportunity to present my concerns to the leaders of the
church. The District leaders refused to listen. I have addressed the national leaders as well, and have
been given replies that have not answered specific questions. So have others.
My story is the story of many Nazarenes who love their church, and are heartbroken to see what is
happening. Yet, we are called haters.

We now try to ignore those from groups such as NazNet, a website that we believe is home to many
of the core movers and shakers of the emergent church within our denomination. I will no longer
waste time answering their questions again, because we have dealt with that many times over. Our
concern now is for those who are willing to listen, and to at least consider some of the evidence we
present, and let you make up your minds. Its only fair that you know everything that is happening, is
it not?

May God help the people in the church to understand what is happening. We believe that if this
continues as it is going, that one of the results will be judgment coming down on the COTN, if it’s not
already happening. Chat (13)
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Again, there is much material and documentation of facts on my blog and the other websites. Please
prayerfully consider all that we present to you, and if you come to the same conclusion that there is a
serious problem in the church, perhaps you will decide to join us also. If any are seriouslt interested
in getting a free copy of the DVD, please contact me.

Concerned Nazarenes
www.concernednazarenes.org

April 13 at 8:33am · Like ·  3 · Remove Preview

Rich Schmidt I had allowed my subscription to lapse and was reading online. I have now purchased a
new two-year subscription to show my support for articles like this one. Thank you for publishing it. I
pray that we can find ways to do just what your quotation from the article says: "We can handle these
challenges in biblical ways. We can sit down and reason together."
April 13 at 9:18am · Like ·  8

Chad Harvey Just as a note of clarification for those who disagree with the long treatise 2 posts
up...those who disagree with him do not deny the Bible, but rather believe that faith is found in
Christ, not in the Bible, but the Bible reveals faithfully and truthfully God, who was fully revealed in
Jesus Christ. Those who believe in prayer, contemplative and other ways of praying have no desire to
be joined with the Roman Catholicism anymore than they desire to be joined with Anglicanism or
Assembly of God. There is no desire to make the Church of the Nazarene a Roman Catholic church,
but rather the desire to confess the ancient faith of the church - we believe in one, holy, catholic
(universal) and apostolic Church. There is no desire to remove the preaching of sin and repentance
from our message and focus on extreme social justice, but rather the joining of the two, recognizing
the call of the gospel to not simply be "saved from our sins" but to be Christ in our world. There is no
desire to replace Christ and his complete work of redemption for all of creation or the Scriptures with
other books and practices. Spiritual practices (discipline, formation, whatever you choose to call it)
have long served Christians to be used by the Holy Spirit to form us into the image of Christ. The
charge that they are "heretical" is nonsense. To disagree is not heresy and my hope and prayer is that
we are gracious enough and Christlike enough (this is the HOLINESS today FB page after all) for
reconciliation in spite of our differences over matters that are not heresies of the faith.
April 13 at 10:24am · Like ·  13

Tim Wirth The problem here Chad is that the practices you speak of are ancient Roman Catholic
adapted practices. To see what ancient practices the true Body of Christ practiced you need to go
back to the book of Acts. PS I am an ex Catholic and I am very well versed in the history and practices
of the Roman Catholic church. And let me point out there are many in the Body of Christ including
the Nazarene denomination that are adapting the practices of Rome. Dont just take my word about
this go ask a Catholic where the ancient practices above came from. With respect. Tim Wirth
April 13 at 11:08am · Unlike ·  1

Jon Twitchell I find it interesting that the "true Body of Christ" in the "book of Acts" never recorded
the use of any instruments in their worship. Are you also advocating that we remove our organs and
pianos? Or that we return to meeting daily in the temple? Or sharing in the Love Feast every time we
get together? Have you sold all you have in order to give to the poor?

I'm just trying to understand how tightly you are holding to the book of Acts as our model for
corporate worship and the life of the Church.
April 13 at 11:49am · Like ·  2

Tim Wirth Jon you are leading people away from my answer. The answer to your other statements is
also found in scripture. Not in the practices of the Roman Catholic Church. Who as a church body (not
talking about your Catholic neighbor just where the church of Rome stands) considers all outside of
Roman Catholic faith to be anathema. Accursed and seperated until we return to the Holy Mother
Church meaning the Roman Catholic church. This is the official stance of the church and if an
individual Catholic does not agree with this they agree outside the authority of the pope and church.
Again Jon try not to turn tbis into somthing it is not. You can trust in scripture for all practices of the
true Body of Christ.
April 13 at 12:10pm · Unlike ·  1

David W. Edwards I'm struggling to understand how a devotional practice is "bad" just because
Catholics do it. Why this disdain for all things Catholic. "Roman" Catholicism was never a distinct form
of Christianity until after the Great Schism that split the East (Constantinople) from the West (Rome).
Christian practices that predate this are simply Christian practices. Some of what is condemned as
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As Chad said, we are not interested in turning the Church of the Nazarene into a Catholic
denomination, but I can see nothing anti-scriptural or unchristian in including ancient Christian
practices in our modern expression of faith. I am a strongly Biblical, doctrinal, holiness preacher who
deeply desires that my people grow closer to God and express their faith in everyday life.

I am reminded of David's self-reproach after cutting off the corner of King Saul's robe: "Afterward,
David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. He said to his men, 'The Lord
forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the Lord's anointed, or lift my hand against him;
for he is the anointed of the Lord.' With these words David rebuked his men and did not allow them
to attack Saul" (1 Sam. 24:5-7). And when one of his men, Abishai saw an opportunity to kill King
Saul, David stopped him, "Don't destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the Lord's anointed at be
guiltless? As surely as the Lord lives," he said, "the Lord himself will strike him ... But the Lord forbid
that I should lay a hand on the Lord's anointed" (1 Sam. 26:9-11). Let's take David's example to heart.
April 13 at 12:12pm · Like ·  2

Tim Wirth PS as I already wrote I was replying to Chads comments you went off on bunny trails trying
to turn my comments into something they were not. But the answers to your comments and or
questions are in scripture which is really all we need to practice a holy life and true worship as a
Christian. With respect Tim
April 13 at 12:16pm · Like

Jon Twitchell I'm not trying to "turn your comments into something they were not."

I was trying (as graciously as possible) to point out the inconsistency in your position. You can leave
my questions unanswered if you like.

May all of Christ's grace and peace be with you Tim.
April 13 at 12:25pm · Like

David W. Edwards Sorry, Tim. Your comment only stimulated something that had bothered me about
some earlier posts. I didn't mean to twist your comments or to attack you. I'm apologize if it came out
that way. I've just seen some anti-Catholic rhetoric along the way, and the Catholics have been sort of
Protestant and Evangelical "whipping boys".
April 13 at 12:25pm · Like ·  1

Tim Wirth I answered your questions Jon by turning you toward scripture. Again I would admonish
you not to try and deflect something I have already answered you in full. What better authority do we
have besides scripture? For sure dont look my way. With respect Tim
April 13 at 12:29pm · Like

David W. Edwards By the way, and this may shed some light on these matters, the Church of the
Nazarene, strictly speaking, is not a "protestant" denomination. By that, I mean that we do not trace
our heritage to the Protestant Reformation, but rather to the English Reformation. Our doctrinal
heritage comes from Anglicanism rather than Lutheranism. I know that Wesley was influenced by
Arminius, and we define ourselves as Wesleyan-Arminian, but the dominant influence is Anglican
(and probably Celtic to some degree). This might partly explain why we struggle with reconciling the
Protestant influence.
April 13 at 12:31pm · Like ·  3

David W. Edwards What that means for us is that there probably is some vestigial Catholic influence
even though Wesley himself was strongly anti-papist.
April 13 at 12:32pm · Like

Bob Rawlins I read the article. Thought it was interesting and I agree with it but it missed the mark
on a more serious debate.
April 13 at 12:40pm · Like

Jon Twitchell Tim, Scripture can't possibly tell me if YOU are "also advocating that we remove our
organs and pianos? Or that we return to meeting daily in the temple? Or sharing in the Love Feast
every time we get together? Have YOU sold all you have in order to give to the poor?"

It's OK. You don't have to answer my questions. But please don't claim that you did.

Again... May all of Christ's grace and peace be with you. Chat (13)
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Chad Harvey So, Tim, are you suggesting that everything after Acts is worthless, Catholic elements
that we should disregard? I don't understand, like David, how just because Catholics practice it, it
must be wrong? Also, if Acts is the model, then the church faithfully and continually devoted
themselves to the Apostles' teaching, fellowship, the breaking of bread (Communion, aka Eucharist)
and prayer. Just the term Eucharist sets off all sorts of anti-Catholic rhetoric, yet it is a Biblical word.
April 13 at 12:47pm · Like

Tim Wirth Jon you answered your own question so I will leave it at that. Im not going to get into the
Catholic debate here there is plenty of information on how I feel about things at my websites the
nogoofyzone, and Psalm11:3. Go there if you would like more information. If not thats ok to. As weel
as go to Concerned Nazarene website and FB pages. A couple of parting remarks. Many folks don't
know the back story of the debate on and off line between Hans from Naz Net as well as John
Brinckly. Many of Hans own comments about Manny even on Naz Net were deleted because of being
out of line. But what some folks dont know was that Mannys family was attacked personally through
emails and other methods. Hey I know things get heated but why go after someone's family? Im not
going to carry this on past my comments so please dont ask me to elaborate.Hans has also
suggested that death would be the only thing that stops us. I take that as a veiled threat considering
Hans lack of character But I think this was very cowardly and the individuals know who they
are.Couple of last things please. It was been stated that the Middendorfs do not endorse or promote
the Emergent Church. Jon has and does and you can look for proof if you want it on our FB page. The
Nazarene M7 conference was used to further this agenda in my opinion so the leadership would
surely not have been blind to what was going on in their own house. Jon and others explained what
Emergent is in the M7 conference tape " What is Emergent". I believe the tactic used here was to
speak way over the average pew sitters head to give the appearance the speakers were well read.
Greg Horton was listed here as a speaker and was not. Not sure what happened to Jons old Wired
Parish associate but if you would like to know more about Greg just google Greg Horton the parish
and you can see for yourself a sample of Gregs writing.Also there was a person on Naz Net that
stated "However in order to be saved and to experience Gods love as a blessing we must participate
in that divive salvific work" end quote. Now if that person really has trusted that plan of salvation they
are truly not saved. This statement and the many other herisies are the thing scripture commands us
to fight agaqinst. A Naz Net gentle man named Billy Cox put out there Playing devil's advocate here...
What about those New Testament passages that teach 'zero-tolerance' for false teaching? There lies
the problem no one replied to Billy that I saw. Scripture teaches us to fight against false teaching and
heresy. Will we stop using those word? Absolutely not we need to obey scriptures commands which
does not teach us to forsake sound doctrine in favor of unity. Sound doctrine will always divide. Paul
and the apostles fought against it in the early church. We will continue that fight. The bigger problem
these days is every one is saying they love jesus while they scream they hate God and His Word. Very
sad but its the way things are. What jesus are they talking about? and what gospel are they
preaching? Search the scriptures yourself and see if what we say is true. If not I would encourage you
to reject it totally. With respect Tim
April 13 at 1:12pm · Unlike ·  2

Rich Schmidt Tim, if you're going to point us to your Concerned FB page, I'd appreciate it if you'd
remove whatever block you've put in place that prevents me from seeing it. I don't mind if you keep
me from joining the group, since I'm clearly not in agreement with your approach, but I'd like to at
least have the opportunity to view it, especially since you're directing us there. Thanks.
April 13 at 2:01pm · Like ·  3

Tim Wirth Or our websites. Same info in both places
April 13 at 2:04pm · Like

Tim Wirth Scott and Kevin and some others continue to ask Manny a question about how we deal
with false teachers the Manuel etc...Manny has answered this question above. So please stop
suggesting on your site that Manny has not answered . He has. The answer is in a post above. You
may not like the answer but thats your call. Please just stop saying Manny has not answered you.
Thank you. Tim
April 13 at 2:38pm · Like

Tim Wirth To answer Jon and others from Gods Word please read 2Timothy 3:16-17. The fact that
some of you are pastors and teachers deeply concerns me for the sake of the folk you shepherd. But
thats for God to sort out and judge not me. With respect and concern. Tim. PS notice the verse starts
out with the word all
April 13 at 2:55pm · Like Chat (13)
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of not believing 2 Timothy 3:16-17? Are you, in fact, making that accusation?
April 13 at 5:05pm · Like

Michael Scarlett I just renewed my lapsed subscription to HT because of this article. I had intentions
of doing it, but this was the catalyst to renew! Thank you HT for giving voice to this corrective.
April 13 at 5:10pm · Like ·  5

Greg Farra Rich, I can see the CN page but maybe they have a special block on you.
April 13 at 5:16pm · Like

A. Lucas Finch Greg, if a person previously joined the group but then got banned for some reason
(usually for trying to have an open and honest conversation), when that person is banned, he or she
can no longer view the group. I can't for the life of me figure out why Rich would have been banned,
though. He is one of the most reasonable people on NazNet.
April 13 at 7:02pm · Like ·  3

Talitha Edwards When nothing good or right or pure can be said and agreed with by people on
either side where are we left? The Concerned Nazarenes are indeed quite concerned and I'm sure all
involved here recognize that fact though they may not agree with the views. Those who do not agree
attempt on various levels to speak to their concerns or express love or other less righteous methods.
Neither group has entirely clean hands in this debate which I have seen over and over again.
What my view is I'm sure can be discovered through what posts I have liked and so I do not expect
the Concerned Nazarenes or their sympathizers to take note of me or what I say.
What I wish to express is my deep concern for the divisive nature of the responses of those on both
sides, not to say that all have spoken in such a manner. I think that if you cannot speak without
speaking in peace and love rather than condemnation or hellfire than it is time to fall silent and
recognize the face of your brothers and sisters. Yes, your brothers and sisters. It is these that you
strike out at. These that you speak to. If I were to speak as many here do to my blood brother and my
blood sister to an aunt, uncle, cousin, nephew, and so on I would quickly find them to be hurt and
rightfully upset and dismayed. How then can we continue to speak to each other in such manners
when all we are doing is striking each other down?!
Excuse my audacity to think that a 22 year-old has something to say to their elders. I know each side
feels that must speak that there is something to be done. Some wrong to right or some false doctrine
to make known but if this so rightful goal leads you to wrong your brother or sister where are you
left? All of you. I speak not to one side or the other but both. Both. Can you see the pain? Can you see
the hurt. Stop. Be silent. Listen. What are you doing?

"Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such
things." Phillippians 4:8

Take this just one step further to your speech.

"keep your tongue from evil
and your lips from telling lies." Psalms 34:13

Your tongue is the sharpest thing you own. Take care you use it wisely. Listen more than you speak
and speak only reluctantly lest you cut someone with it.
I know I am nothing to many of you here. A faceless voice in the din of an attractive debate. I am
young and perhaps too idealistic. Though I grew up a pastor's kid and learned many things I lack the
experience you all have with this world. Perhaps, my words are worthless to you all. I add nothing to
either side of this debate.

Yet, here I stand in the middle. The easy target. I, the 22 year-old, am tired of the fighting and I
would rather be riddled by the bullets of my elders than see them fight with the sharp side of their
tongue and slash each other to ribbons for the world to see.

Peace be with you.
April 13 at 8:30pm · Like ·  7

Greg Farra Lucas, I hate to brag but a liberal Lutheran friend of mine called me the most reasonable
conservative he has ever known.
April 13 at 10:20pm · Like ·  2 Chat (13)
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emergent church movement too.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nz4PxRfQKX4

Dr. James Diehl On The Emergent Church
www.youtube.com
At the ordination service at Grove City, Ohio, during the District
Assembly, Dr....
See More

April 14 at 11:27am · Like ·  2

Brenda Brockman Diefenbacher In that same address, past General Superintendent Jim Diehl further
stated and gave warnings about the encroachment of false doctrines/liberalism that he was
witnessing coming into the church too.

(quote from the clip)
"There are those in our church who are trying to blur the lines, until you wouldn't know us from
anybody else...." (end of quote)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6NQLXu_DhH4&feature=related

Dr Diehl on False Doctrines
www.youtube.com
At the Nazarene Central Ohio District Assembly, Dr. Diehl warns
against false doctrines.

April 14 at 11:35am · Like ·  2

Manny Silva Please consider this commentary on Rev. Ulmet's stated view of what scripture is, which
is the underlying problem driving the emergent church movement:

http://reformednazarene.wordpress.com/2012/04/14/a-response-to-holiness-todays-attack-
on-scripture/

A Response To Holiness Today’s Attack On Scripture
reformednazarene.wordpress.com
” But the underlying issue in everything else he raises as a concern is the
auth...
See More

April 14 at 12:00pm · Like · Remove Preview

Bob Hunter Manny-As one who has often chastised the BGS for not responding directly to your
letters, I was wondering if you were going to answer Kevin Rector's challenge posted here and on NN?
It's only fair for this to go both ways. It seems reasonable for you to respond, unless you have a good
reason not to. You said you would respond and you clearly have not, that is a problem.
April 14 at 3:58pm · Like

Tim Wirth Bob I know this is tough for you but you need to read the posts in their entirety and then
maybe comment. Manny already answered both Kevin and Scotts challenge or question in an above
post. Again the question/challenge has been answered. You may not like the answer but its there.
This is a recording.
April 14 at 4:36pm · Unlike ·  1

Manny Silva Hi Bob,
The Nazarene world does not revolve around me, even though some NazNetters act like it does.
1. The thread is now closed at NazNet, so I can't comment there now.
2. Even if it was open, some wonderful friends advised me yesterday to ignore NazNet again, and
focus on getting the truth out to the people.
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scolded me and said, don't waste your time- just keep sending out the info to the people instead of
responding ot every question.

Sorry to disappoint all who are waiting on NazNet for my answer- however, all my positions on
scripture, emergent church, and everything else practically are on my blog. Feel free to go there and
read it all. You'll get the answers there.
This is also a recording.
April 14 at 8:08pm · Like ·  1

David Morris Manny, that is a weak response.

1. The thread is closed. A new one was opened for you to specifically respond to the question posed
regarding Hebrews 13:17. I'm sure you've already seen the new thread.Feel free to respond here:

http://www.naznet.com/community/showthread.php/7984-Church-Authority-and-Hebrews-13-17

2. In post 8 of the thread linked to above, it was suggested you hadn't responded because you were
speaking with advisors on how best to respond. In post 13, you clearly stated you don't need
advisors. Now you've said you've been advised not to respond. That is a lot of contradiction.

3. You've been advised to not respond to questions, yet you would call people out who fail to answer
your questions. How does that work?

I'd invite you to answer the specific questions that have been asked on NazNet.
April 14 at 9:05pm · Like

Manny Silva David, See above posting by me.
April 14 at 9:54pm · Like

David Morris I did, and I responded accordingly. I'll just chalk it up as you avoiding any type of
response to the question that was posed. Not the first time.
April 14 at 9:58pm · Like

Tim Wirth David Manny answered this in a post above. Again this is a recording. Thanks
April 14 at 10:22pm · Like

Tim Wirth You have to dig and go back a bit but the answer is there.
April 14 at 10:23pm · Like

Manny Silva I wonder, perhaps I'll pose a scenario for anyone here:

1. John Doe sees false teaching happening in his church. Serious, bad stuff.
2. John warns his pastor. Repeatedly.
3. Pastor and church board rebuff John D.
4. John D. tries to alert the District leaders. Nothing. No help, no concern to get information from
John D.
5. John D. even asks for help at Gen Assembly, asks of a voice will be given to people concerned
about false teaching. Told by national leader- that's not likely.
6. John D. goes away, having gone thru all proper channels possible. Has a heavy heart, because John
D. is safe now and away from that false teaching.

But what about those friends and relatives and others in the church who may possibly fall into
deception? And maybe even walk away from the Lord.

WHat does he do now? He's exhausted his appeals to church authority. Does he save himself, and
walk away from it all, and not warn anyone? What should he do?

Anyone? Biblical response as to John D. responsibility now? Souls are at stake.

(David, Bob, hope this answers your question in some way)
April 14 at 10:26pm · Like ·  1

Tim Wirth Its about 30 posts up or so. And Im in agreement with what Manny stated. No one is
avoiding any questions here so please stop implying otherwise. Again you may not like or agree withChat (13)
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and answered? Please go up and read the reply.
April 14 at 10:31pm · Like

Ryan J Pugh lol
April 14 at 10:32pm · Like ·  1

Rich Schmidt Manny, if you're going to follow the Manual, then you need something in between
numbers 4 and 5 that says, "John D. filed written charges against his pastor with the District Advisory
Board." That's the process we all agreed to follow when we committed to membership in this church.
Until that's been done, John D. has NOT "exhausted his appeals to church authority." Kevin is asking
if you've done this. If your scenario is meant as an answer, then apparently your answer is "No."
April 15 at 1:23am · Like ·  3

Manny Silva You have an answer for everything, Rich.
April 15 at 6:36am · Like

Manny Silva Assume John D. HAS done what you said. What then?
April 15 at 6:37am · Like

Jon Twitchell Then John D submits himself to the process. If the process fails, then it really is time
for John D to shake the dust off his feet and move elsewhere.

With as many Concerned Folks as you claim to have, and as many teachers in serious error that you
claim to know about, I can't imagine that it would be difficult to find two people on every district to
file formal written charges.

Instead, you deal in public insinuation and the smearing of names and representations.

For example, I direct you to Tim Wirth's post above, where he insinuated that I don't believe in 2Tim
3:16-17. (Which, by the way, I do). However, instead of doing the proper thing of filing charges, the
insinuation is left out there, causing people to wonder. This has been your group's MO for 4 years.

All that Kevin R. and others are suggesting is that if you truly are concerned for your church... and if
you truly have evidence of leaders who are teaching outside the bounds of our AoF, then you need to
act like you take it seriously, and file charges.

It's time to put your money where your mouth is.
April 15 at 6:47am · Like ·  1

Rich Schmidt I *don't* have an answer from
you, Manny. That's why I'm having to try to deduce one from your scenario.

To try to answer your question: it would depend on what happened next. If John D followed
the process properly, then the DAB has a process it needs to follow in order to come to a decision.
Did they? What was their decision?

If they conclude the charges are baseless... I don't have a Manual in front of me to know if there's any
sort of appeal-to-the-generals process after that. But let's assume that John D goes all the way to the
top, and the leaders disagree with him. Does Hebrews 13:17 apply? Or do we only submit to our
leaders when they agree with us?

As I mentioned on NazNet, to stay and continue to fight at that point seems like it would go against
the membership commitments "John" made when he joined the church.
April 15 at 6:54am · Like ·  1

Manny Silva My friends, please understand what is going on. The selective use of Scripture by the
NazNetters is done to suit their needs- not to answer a question biblically. They will use a Scripture
passage to pose a question, and even though some of them are pastors, will then be unable or
unwilling to give the Scriptural answer for the question. They turn to the manual to find the "answer"
all of a sudden.

So they suddenly shift to the authority of the Church manual, instead of going to THE MANUAL- the
Bible- for the answers. They then lead you to erroneously think that since the manual- which they
seem to rever very highly- says certain things need to be done, and nothing more, that you haveChat (13)
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are paralyzed, and now you have no choice but to shut up or go away.

These NazNetters who challenge me will NEVER give an appropriate, Scripturally sound answer to the
scenario I posed- because they cannot. It would go against their philosophy of non-judgmentalism. It
is nearly impossible for them to do that here. I do have the answer- not from me, but from Scripture.
However, I will defer to the more learned pastors with two or three degrees to teach us by giving the
appropriate answer from THE MANUAL (the Bible) not the "manual."

I'll wait for any pastor out there to provide guidance on this manner. But spare me the "manual"
please, and show us through the Scripture how to deal with false teaching and false teachers. If that
answer cannot be given after a while, I'll be glad to provide the answers for them, as I have all along.
April 15 at 7:39am · Like

Tim Wirth I didn't insinuate anything Jon your own post said it all so why even comment. Thats the
point. I didn't need to comment. Thank you Tim
April 15 at 7:51am · Like

Tim Wirth 2Tim 3: 16-17 ALL scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for
doctrine,for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be
perfect,throughly unto all works. 'Throughly furnished"is one word in the Greek,meaning "completly
equipped."We need nothing more. Than Gods complete Word for our complete life. Scripture is
capable,able and trustworthy enough for EVERY decision we could possibly make. And Im not
implying the Nazarene manuel is bad or anything like that. But scripture is our highest authority.
Why? A naz netter may ask.All scripture that is every individual scripture is included in this
reference,not just the thoughts,but the actual writings,the words written down.So the words not just
the thoughts are inspired by God.This one verse repudiates the idea of partial inspiration and also
that of so called dynamic inspiration. The true doctrine is verbal inspiration of the Holy Scriptures.
Since God is omniscient,the scriptures are infallible and free from error of any kind. Given by
inspiration of God is all one word in the Greek, theopneustos meaning God breathed. This word
refutes any idea of human inspiration. The scriptures are in effect God breathed by whatever
particular methods God may have used in their various parts,including the individual human abilities
and researches of the various human writers (whose abilities God created and whose researches God
guided),as they finally came from their Spirit guided minds and pens. Scripture again is trustworthy to
guide the true Body of Christ in any and all choices.Jon I will let the Holy Spirit convict you of any
error or sin. I hold no authority over you. With respect Tim
April 15 at 8:34am · Unlike ·  1

Rich Schmidt Manny, no one here is trying to replace the Bible with the Manual. If you're a member
of the Church of the Nazarene, you agree to allow the Manual to guide our life together as a church.
It says right there in the opening pages, at the end of the Foreword, that we have "the Bible as our
supreme Guide, illuminated by the Holy Spirit, and the Manual as our official agreed-upon statement
of faith, practice, and polity."
April 15 at 8:41am · Like ·  1

Rich Schmidt Sorry for the double-post. I forgot how to add paragraphs in my comments. :)

I'll be preaching from the Bible this morning, Manny, not the Manual. I'll be calling people to faith in
our risen Lord Jesus, just as I trust your pastor will be. All the Manual does is describe some of our
agreed-upon applications of Scripture to our life together as the church.

I pray that we all will have a blessed Lord's Day as we celebrate our God's victory over sin, death, and
the devil!
April 15 at 8:46am · Like

Tim Wirth Many people have tried to go through the proper channels. Joes asked for equal time at G
A and looked what happened as a person protects his son and furthers an agenda. Going through
proper channels and the only other choice is to leave a denomination individuals love? Wow I don't
think so. Just walking away would give the emergents,apostacy and hersey victory? Where does the
scripture teach we should do that. If you want to see the damage the Emergent church does look at
my state of Ohio. Nazarene churches here are messed up because of the Emergent church movement
as well as the false signs and wonders movement. We will soon post a video that will shock you that
shows a representative of what is going on in Ohio
April 15 at 9:46am · Like Chat (13)
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repent, or be removed from communion on the CotN. I pray the CotN gets the backbone it needs to
publicly declare that these men are not Christians and not voices which need given any heed.
April 15 at 10:19am · Like ·  1

Tim Wirth Ben and the plan of salvation you quoted will save who? And the plan of salvation that you
stated on naz net would make you a Christian according to who or what. How sure is your witness as
you bartend and promote movies like Horrible Bosses on your Facebook page?
April 15 at 10:41am · Like

David W. Edwards I will be preaching from the Bible this morning also, and on Friday, during our
Board meeting, I will be appealing to the Manual for the "how" when the Bible only tells me "what".
Lest you think I'm replacing the Bible with the church Manual, I understand the "what" the Bible tells
me, but it doesn't always tell me "how". The Manual, in that case, is a procedural interpretation.
Matthew 18 gives us a procedure, too, but I don't see that happen often enough. And now it's time
for me to worship the Risen Savior.
April 15 at 10:57am · Like ·  2

Tim Wirth David I pray that the Lord God through His Holy Spirit rebukes you and corrects you of the
error you are in.
April 15 at 12:59pm · Like

Tim Wirth Isaiah 45:20-22 assemble yourselves and come; draw near together,ye that are escaped of
the nations: they have no knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image,and pray unto a god
that cannot save. Tell ye, and bring them near,yea,let them that take council together: who hath
declared this from ancient time? Who hath told it from that time? Have not I the Lord? And there is no
God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour;there is none beside me. Look unto me,and be ye
saved,all the ends of the earth: for I am God,and there is none else.
April 15 at 1:09pm · Like

Rich Schmidt Tim, since you mentioned the request for equal time at the last GA: Do you really think
that the right time to ask for that is AT the General Assembly already in progress? They plan the
events of General Assemblies for years in advance. What did you expect, that they would set up a
last-minute workshop or panel discussion right then and there? It would have been better to ask
about doing something at the next GA, the one that's about a year away now and has already been "in
the works" for three years. It may already be too late to get something new on the agenda for that
one. Maybe if you or Joe had asked 3 years ago...
April 15 at 1:19pm · Like ·  1

Tim Wirth 2 Timothy 4:2-5 Preach the word; be instant in season,out of season;
reprove,rebuke,exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine;but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears;
And they shall turn away their ears from the truth,and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in
all things, endure afflications do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.
April 15 at 1:50pm · Like

Tim Wirth And To Rich -they cut off the Q/A for that session period. Joe was not even allowed to ask
any questions . No one asked for a workshop. They did not allow any questions from our group
April 15 at 2:06pm · Like

Ben Burch @ Tim - this one?

http://www.naznet.com/community/showthread.php/7917-DId-Jesus-have-a-quot-perfect-
quot-Human-Nature?p=131951&viewfull=1#post131951

Or this one?

http://www.naznet.com/community/showthread.php/7960-Is-this-belief-a-possibility-in-the-
Church-of-the-Nazarene?p=132453&viewfull=1#post132453

Or this one?

http://www.naznet.com/community/showthread.php/7917-DId-Jesus-have-a-quot-perfect-
quot-Human-Nature?p=131951&viewfull=1#post131951 Chat (13)
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Or another one?

1) Pretty sure that model of salvation would be acceptable in every form of Christianity.
2&3) Pretty sure that model would be acceptable in the large majority of denominations and sects
Expand Preview
April 15 at 2:16pm · Like

Tim Wirth 2Timothy 3: 8-9 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses,so do these resist the
truth:men of corrupt minds,reprobate concerning the faith. But they shall proceed no further:for their
folly shall be manifest unto all men,as theirs also was.
April 15 at 2:22pm · Like

Tim Wirth Ben I quoted you in an above post.
April 15 at 2:23pm · Like

Tim Wirth Its around 40 posts up or so
April 15 at 2:26pm · Like

Rich Schmidt Tim, thanks for the added detail about that session. I wasn't there, and it was years ago
that I read about it on some of your sites.
April 15 at 3:45pm · Like

Tim Wirth Thanks Rich
April 15 at 4:03pm · Like

Ben Burch Tim... are you being serious?

"However in order to be saved and to experience Gods love as a blessing we must participate in that
divine salvific work"

That's heresy? That is Wesleyan soteriology. That would be acceptable in every realm of Christianity
apart from Reformed and Lutheran Christianity. What on earth are you talking about? Please tell me
you are not serious....

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we
have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection
like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed,
and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. - Romans 6:3-6

A) Christ's death and resurrection is God's salvific work
B) We are freed from sin through dying with Christ (participating in his death)
C) We will raise with Christ through dying with him (participating in his resurrection)

Therefore... we are freed from sin and receive eternal life through participating in Christ's death and
resurrection.... Therefore we are saved through participating in God's salvific work.

We can discuss whether Paul there speaks of "Spirit Baptism" or "Water Baptism" or whether those are
even different things. However, you simply cannot argue with what I said.

Come on, Tim. At least try. I just put forward standard Wesleyan soteriology, in a Biblical manner, and
you called it Heresy? YIKES!!!!
April 15 at 4:21pm · Like

Manny Silva Are there any pastors in this Holiness Today group who can give an answer to my
scenario? Anyone? How does a Christian deal with false teaching and false teachers when their
leaders have ignored their warnings and refused to listen to them at all? Please provide a biblical
answer for us. Rich? Ben? David? Anyone?

I can provide a lesson later this week, but I would love to hear on of the pastors hear teach briefly on
how to deal with false teachers, and what the Christian should do when confronted with false
teaching from the pulpit.
April 15 at 4:40pm · Like
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Ephesians 5:6-11 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath
comes on those who are disobedient. Therefore do not be partners with them. For you were once
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists
in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with
the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.
April 15 at 5:12pm · Like

Ben Burch Manny - I think the main problem is that there simply aren't even similar starting points.
When you say "Biblical" it means something very different from what others mean by "Biblical", and
you follow sola Scriptura while others follow the Nazarene Wesleyan Quadrilateral we've always
followed.

I'm not sure if anyone here is capable of giving you a "Biblical" answer by your qualifications.
April 15 at 5:27pm · Like

Tim Wirth Salvation is faith alone through Christ alone. Not saying we should not lead holy lifes but
we have nothing to do with our own salvation. Christ did that alone on the cross.
April 15 at 5:33pm · Like

Tim Wirth Lest we should boast
April 15 at 5:34pm · Like

Manny Silva I will give it a few days, but I suspect the same types of non-answers. I suspect I also
know why. But I pray that some pastor out there can give some type of lesson here for us, if not for
my benefit, but for the benefit of the NazNetters reading this.
April 15 at 5:36pm · Like

Bob Hunter For our readers let me summarize Manny's response: I can translate and condense it into
5 simple points (with a little help from Ben B.):

1) The manual has no authority, we do things on our own way and on our own terms. We only answer
the questions we want to answer.
2) Bible is our sole authority, and a Christians interpretation of the Bible gives them the right to call
others false teachers without consequence.
3) Individuals interpret because we're all priests, so we can say and do as we please without historical
precedent.
4) We can correct the Church because its Biblical to do so even if this means circumventing Church
polity and causing division.
5) I'm will ignore my detractors, but I will continue reading their stuff and if they make me really mad
I'll come back and defend myself.

I think that pretty much sums it up for me. Thanks Rich, Kevin, Ben and others for your efforts.
April 15 at 5:51pm · Like

Bob Hunter oops...5) I will... not I'm willing...(sorry typing too fast again.)
April 15 at 5:53pm · Like

Ben Burch @ Tim - Nothing you said contradicted what I said. I simply gave it more scriptural meat
and backbone/explanation. I'm sorry Paul doesn't only talk about salvation one way. I chose to talk
about it in the fuller, more robust way that Paul does. If you don't like it, fine. However, this is basic
Christian soteriology.
April 15 at 5:53pm · Like

Tim Wirth Ben so you believe that we are saved tjrough faith alone through Christ alone? If I
misunderstood you Im sorry
April 15 at 6:00pm · Like

Manny Silva This could take care of my false teaching question as well. If a pastor preaches that
salvation can be obtained through their good works, is that a false teaching? Anyone?
April 15 at 6:03pm · Like

Ben Burch I believe that, Tim, yes. However, I guarantee you that I do not mean what you mean by it.Chat (13)
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"good works" save? Is the pastor saying other, more specific things?

Good works will never save us.
April 15 at 6:06pm · Like

Dave Gerber Manny wrote: "I'll wait for any pastor out there to provide guidance on this manner. But
spare me the "manual" please, and show us through the Scripture how to deal with false teaching and
false teachers. If that answer cannot be given after a while, I'll be glad to provide the answers for
them, as I have all along."

Sorry for my cynicism, but I am sure that I will be told that I am selectively using Scripture to suit my
needs and that I have succumb to something or the other. It really doesn't matter what anyone writes
here because you will disagree. No, I will not go through and prove my point.I think it is evident from
your previous posts. Also, I know that these Scriptures will not impress you at all. But, they are
Scriptural References...and stay tuned till the bottom, they get really good. :-)

Matthew 13:24-30 Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed
good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat, and went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.

"The owner's servants came to him and said, `Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then
did the weeds come from?'

`An enemy did this,' he replied. "The servants asked him, `Do you want us to go and pull them up?'

`No,' he answered, `because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them.
Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds
and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.' "

LK 9:49-50 "Master," said John, "we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we tried to stop
him, because he is not one of us." "Do not stop him," Jesus said, "for whoever is not against you is for
you."

Acts 5.34-39 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the
people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while. Then he
addressed them: "Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these men. Some time
ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was
killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. After him, Judas the Galilean
appeared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his
followers were scattered. Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let
them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will
not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God."

John 13:2-5 The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot,
son of Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that
he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer
clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to
wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.

John 13:34-35 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love
one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

Luke 23:34 Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." And they
divided up his clothes by casting lots.

I am in whole-hearted agreement with the Articles of Faith in the Church of the Nazarene. I am in
whole-hearted agreement with the Agreed Statement of Belief (sorry, I mentioned the Manual), and I
am in whole-hearted agreement with the Apostle's Creed and the Nicene Creed.

Am I for you or against you?
April 15 at 6:38pm · Like ·  3

Manny Silva Thank you. I'll wait a few more days, and if all else fails, I will provide a lesson for you
about false teaching, Ben and Dave. By the way, Ben that was not a loaded question. It was prettyChat (13)
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Dave, go right ahead and prove your point. All I asked was for a Biblical lesson about false teaching. If
you can't give one, that's fine with me. Perhaps someone else can.
April 15 at 6:50pm · Like ·  1

Dave Gerber Short answer is that I would love them. If it got out of hand and they were trying to
enforce certain biblical stances that are not in keeping with the CotN, I would seek counsel from my
DS, board members, and other pastors to see what the most prudent and redemptive course of action
would be.

I know you are going to want me to name those practices and such...I'm not going to do it. I am sure
you will bring those things up if you choose to give a rebuttal.
April 15 at 6:51pm · Like ·  3

Manny Silva I am in wholehearted agreement with THE MANUAL- God's Holy word, the Bible.

“And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard
from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at
work in you who believe.” 1 Thessalonians 1:13
April 15 at 6:52pm · Like

Manny Silva “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Matthew 5:1
April 15 at 6:54pm · Like

Manny Silva Psalm 12:6 - The words of the Lord are pure words,
like silver refined in a furnace on the ground,
purified seven times.

Proverbs 30:5 - Every word of God proves true;
he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.
April 15 at 6:55pm · Like

Manny Silva Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven. Psa. 119:89
April 15 at 6:56pm · Like

Manny Silva for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:21
April 15 at 7:00pm · Like

Ryan J Pugh Oh God.
April 15 at 7:11pm · Like ·  2

Dave Gerber Manny, my apologies for not seeing your first post. I did not read your senario stated at
the top of this post. My first course of action would be to say that just because you think something
is wrong, does not make it so. Consider that Joh...
See More
April 15 at 7:18pm · Like

Dave Gerber Then I would go with my first answer. I would love them, be patient with them, and
finally help them either find a way to understand Wesleyan theology or help them find a Baptist or
Reformed church where they would be happier.
April 15 at 7:19pm · Like ·  2

Manny Silva Two comments by a graduate asst in theology at NNU recently: "LOL" a while back; and
now this one. Not sure why or what use that is, or even what he is referencing. It can't be the quotes
of some of my favorite scripture. I know that if my son said those two words that way, he'd be in a
heap of trouble.
April 15 at 7:21pm · Like

Ryan J Pugh "Oh God... have mercy." That's the use. And "lol" because it helps me stay sane.
April 15 at 7:24pm · Like ·  5

Ben Burch Manny - have you ever thought about starting your own university where you would train
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mean nothing. Go for it! You might even succeed.
April 15 at 7:25pm · Like ·  5

Brenda Brockman Diefenbacher Excellent blog post from a Nazarene pastor/teacher:
http://blogs.nazarene.org/kpprobst/2012/04/15/watchman-on-the-wall-3-awakening-
the-sleeping-church/

(This is the 3rd post in a series of 3 posts on the topic.)

Highest Branch » Blog Archive » Watchman on the Wall (3): Awakening
The Sleeping Church
blogs.nazarene.org
John the Revelator warned the church at Laodicea, “You say, ‘I am rich; I
have a...
See More

April 15 at 7:45pm · Unlike ·  2

Tim Wirth Salvation through faith alone by Christ alone is very simple and very black and white.
There is only the way scripture teaches this. Our salvation is based on what Jesus did. There is
nothing we do or could do that adds to it. Eph 2.:8-9 For by grace are ye saved by faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works,lest any man should boast.
April 15 at 8:11pm · Unlike ·  1

Ben Burch I didn't realize that was the only Scripture verse on the issue, Tim. Thanks for informing
me! :) It's so helpful to have you around!

Now I'm struggling with John 6. Do we need to take communion to have eternal life? How does that fit
int...
See More
April 15 at 8:21pm · Like ·  2

Rich Schmidt Manny, Dave Gerber has answered your question, and I'm thinking about giving my
own answer tomorrow when I have time (today is incredibly busy)... but I'm really not sure why I
should bother giving you a clear answer to your question when you repeatedly refuse to give a clear
answer to the simple questions asked of you.
Monday at 7:42am · Like ·  3

MichaelAnna Johnson Oh Lord help us! Break our heart for what breaks Yours. Help us to seek to be
like You. May we seek to bring You glory and honor and praise. Help us to wholeheartedly serve You.
Grant us repentance, humility, graciousness, love and mercy. L...
See More
Monday at 12:17pm · Like ·  6

Jeremy Bixler Lord, have mercy.
Monday at 2:36pm · Like

Sandy Simon This whole thread just breaks my heart. I am a Naz PK (have been since I was 12). My
home church pastor, as well as my father, have raised me up in the way of the Lord. As a teen quizzer
on the Maine district I was taught to learn God's ...
See More
Monday at 7:10pm · Like ·  5

Peggy L. Savage Sandy, you have hit the nail on the head! This is why people turn away from ANY
(and all) organized religion! When you're little and you believe that Jesus loves ALL the children(all
colors, creeds and sects) it's all good. Then EVERY sect ...
See More
Monday at 7:34pm · Like ·  2

Judy Rich Engel Thank you Sandy and Peggy! I only pray my son doesn't read this thread. I have no
doubt it would push him even farther away from the church.
Monday at 7:54pm · Like ·  1 Chat (13)
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Christ. If we start leaning to any one person's opinion vs focusing our hearts and minds on Christ we
miss hearing His voice in our lives. If we do not a...
See More
Monday at 9:18pm · Like ·  2

Judy Rich Engel he hasn't run away yet but he has so very many doubts and while he has been loved
by a good number of people in our loal congregation, he has also been hurt pretty deeply by a few.
He has also watched far too many "mature" christians behave in very un-Christ-like ways. But I know
that God has a plan for this young man and He isn't going to let him get too very far without doing
everything needed to draw him to Himself.
Monday at 10:39pm · Like ·  1

Sandy Simon My 12 year old has suffered the same, unfortunately. However he has been so loved by
a core group of people at my parents' church and prayed for by that group! He came back a new boy
after his vacation last year. Never underestimate what o...
See More
Monday at 10:47pm · Like ·  1

Rich Schmidt Sandy, your posts are meshing extremely well with what I just preached yesterday from
John 20! I talked about being honest about our doubts and questions, bringing them into the light,
since God can use them to lead us (as in the case of "...
See More
Tuesday at 12:20am · Like ·  2

Talitha Edwards I don't think "off-topic" is necessarily a bad thing here. Too much accusation, calls
for repentance, and so on. It takes a great deal of self-control not to shoot off my mouth here and it
is a shame others seem less inclined to curb thei...
See More
Tuesday at 1:35am · Like ·  4

John Brickley To follow up on what Talitha just said I think you need to pray for people a she
suggested, and instead of always claiming truth and shouting competing truths, why don't we all be
quite for a while and just live the truth. As that old sayi...
See More
Tuesday at 9:04am · Like ·  6

Bob Hunter I know many of you all want this conversation to end. And there maybe others that just
want to hide and pretend it isn't happening. I can understand that, and it makes total sense. I hate to
break it to you, but it isn't going away. The...
See More
Tuesday at 10:44am · Like ·  2

Judy Rich Engel Thanks Bob for brining up an excellent point. I have run into folks who believe some
wild stuff about the doctrines of the CotN. She may not be perfect but she is the body of believers I
have chosen to identify myself with and will continue to do so.
Tuesday at 11:04am · Like ·  1

Michael Flowers Tim, you continually reference 2 Tim 3:16-17 above and your usage concerns me
for the following reasons: (note that you and I have never met, I have not read any of your work
outside of this thread; I write this as a young Nazarene pastor w...
See More
Tuesday at 11:31am · Like ·  2

John Brickley Bob, I think you have read enough of my writings on NazNet (before I stopped posting
there) to know that I agree with you 100% about the threat that the Concerned Nazarenes pose to the
Church of the Nazarene and her unity. My point is tha...
See More
Tuesday at 12:04pm · Like ·  6

Bob Rawlins Bob, I sent word to the Editor of HT indicating my agreement with Ulmet's article but I
feel it sidesteps the issue: our doctrine and experience of entire sanctification is under assault. Why
coouldn't Ulmet come right out and say that, (or...

Chat (13)

"We can handle... http://www.facebook.com/holinesstoday/posts/209858145794127

26 of 29 4/19/12 2:11 PM



Tuesday at 2:17pm · Like ·  1

Bob Rawlins Where is your evangelistic boldness? Those who want to change our terminology (and in
effect of doctrine) We seem to have cowered on the issue. Or is it that some of you have already
abandoned the doctrine and experience central to our existence? How about being a little more
direct?
Tuesday at 2:25pm · Like

Bob Rawlins Excuse the typos>
Tuesday at 2:26pm · Like

Michael Flowers Some have been more direct, just not here. It is those who have tended toward
being bold who have become ignored by the group in question.
Tuesday at 2:37pm · Like

Talitha Edwards @Bob Hunter - My point wasn't that you stop talking about the issues. My point was
that this conversation had ceased to be a conversation and had turned into a mess of argumentation
and accusation. If you all can keep talking without the...
See More
Tuesday at 3:22pm · Like ·  4

Bob Hunter @Talitha-valid point, I can accept that. I've left many of these conversations scratching
my head. I can only hope there is some value in these exchanges for folk who are not abreast of what
is going on. It does kinda feel like we're beating our head up against a wall doesn't it. Just when I
think it is going away, it rears its ugly head. It's like cutting daisies in my yard.
Tuesday at 5:40pm · Like ·  1

Ben Burch @ Tabitha - At some point such divisive attitudes and contrary beliefs to the Church have
to be dealt with. The Church of the Nazarene is more than welcome to say "we really don't mind these
people, what they believe works with us, and the...
See More
Tuesday at 8:18pm · Like ·  4

Ben Burch Talitha*** I apologize for reading your name wrong the first time.
Tuesday at 8:18pm · Like

Sandy Simon I have officially decided to be a Christian who is concerned with the lost souls who goes
to a Nazarene church and believes in entire sanctification vs airing out the church's "dirty laundry" in
front of non believers!!!!! That Peggy lass ...
See More
Tuesday at 10:38pm via mobile · Like

Bob Rawlins Michael, you are correct about that! But I don't believe we do a ggod service by failing to
be direct. The greatest insult is to be ignored. I wish we were more like Tecumseh and less like British
General Proctor.
Tuesday at 10:44pm · Like

David W. Edwards I have been enjoying the fellowship and worship of District Assembly, a real
blessing, but sure to ignite some in one way or another, with the preaching of Dr. Jerry Porter. I may
not always agree with my brother, but I would never doubt h...
See More
Yesterday at 1:15pm · Like ·  4

Manny Silva John Brickley, at the same time you ask for the debate to stop here, you just won't stop
with the personal attacks against the many Bible believing Nazarenes, will you? Let me say here again,
it is folks like you who are dividing the churc...
See More
22 hours ago · Like

John Brickley I speak too much of love??? What??? How can a follower of Christ ever speak too much
of love? WOW!!! “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love
one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you a... Chat (13)
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18 hours ago · Like

Ben Burch John Brickley - I cannot believe I'm doing this, but even though I think Manny is wrong, I
have to defend him here. Debate and discussion is only as good as the honesty and correct-ness of
our engagement with one another's ideas and statem...
See More
17 hours ago · Like

Ben Burch ^^ I would add that - evinced by his actions and words, seen most clearly in his blog and
internet activity - it seems that Manny does not think that one can speak too much of love when love
is (by his understanding) properly defined.

Thus, I think the most fruitful grounds would be to engage Manny's understanding of love (which I
actually agree with to a degree), and thus his application (which I strongly disagree with).
17 hours ago · Like

Manny Silva You don't get it, do you, John Brickley. Or you simply ignore what I say. Let me say it this
way: you speak too much of "love" in the wrong way. Your idea of love, based on what you speak of,
is that we should ignore false teachings for ...
See More
16 hours ago · Like

Manny Silva I just noticed what Ben said after I typed this. I must say, he said what I was just saying
and understood what I meant.
16 hours ago · Like

John Brickley Forgive me if I misinterpreted you Manny.
5 hours ago · Like

John Brickley @Ben, it has clearly been demonstrated over the years that there is no such thing as a
fruitful discussion with Manny, and in any case this is not the place or the time for that. The truth is I
am not all that interested in engaging his i...
See More
4 hours ago · Like ·  1

Manny Silva John , you would do better to give it up here, because I will refute every single word you
say here. And your tactic of focusing on "Manny Silva", as if I am alone on this, does not work. Your
assumption last year that my father-in-law would have disapproved of what I was doing was totally
wrong. As I corrected you then, I told you he was completely supportive in everything I did, and he
was totally opposed to what you and your friends are doing to water down the gospel. When I told
him about all this emergent and mystical garbage, he told me he was not surprised; he saw this
coming years ago. Hey, I'd rather be on the side he was on than yours any day, because he was a man
who completely trusted ALL of the Bible, not just part of it.

Your attempt to slander and accuse meme and my friends of libel here will not go unnoticed, and as a
pastor, you ought to be ashamed for insisting on continuing this publicly. I will call you out on it
anytime to do this.

If you want to provide any substance to what you say, then I challenge you to publicly write about
what we are claiming, and then specifically refute everything we claim- not by your wn philosophy or
logic, but by the word of God.

When you say "they have brought a good deal of pain and suffering to a number of Godly pastors and
leaders", perhaps you need to look in the mirror, sir. I recall the saying, "that's the pot calling the
kettle black." And you know very well what I am talking about.

Your judgment of my actions would be valid if they were backed up by God's word. You make
accusations of libel as you just did- and never prove it. I would be very careful what you continue to
say, it damages what crediblity you may have.
However, you have never backed up what you said about us with the word of God, John. I respectfully
suggest you go back to the Bible for further instruction.
2 hours ago · Like Chat (13)
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of the public eye.
2 hours ago · Like ·  1

Write a comment...
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