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1. Introduction 
 
The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate that the Church of the Nazarene affirms the heretical view of limited 
inerrancy of Scripture, the theological and logical issues with this position, and the logical conclusions arrived at by 
applying this position. 
 

inspiration, inerrancy, and authority (IIA); throughout 
history there have been those who have attempted to deny and discredit orthodox1 views on the Bible.  
Traditionally, this controversy was levied against the Bible from those outside of the church; however, there has 
been a gradual shift in this paradigm as now the Bible is being attacked from within the church.  This attack is not 
blatant or overt but rather subtle in its nature as it begins with the compromising of Orthodox Christian beliefs. 
 
Many of the mainstream denominations hold different positions on the IIA of the Bible.  These differences can be 
seen in what a denomination affirms and does not affirm about the Bible in their statement of beliefs.  While these 
differences may appear to be subtle and minor in nature they have major theological implications, and their logical 
conclusions can have a detrimental effect on Christian living. 
 
An in-depth look at the position that the Church of the Nazarene affirms on the IIA of the Bible begins with Article 
of Faith IV which states,  
 

[Quote 001] 
2 of the Holy Scriptures, by which we understand the 66 books of 

the Old and New Testaments, given by divine inspiration, inerrantly revealing the will of God concerning 
us in all things necessary to our salvation, so that whatever is not contained therein is not to be enjoined 

3 
 
In this Article of Faith we find that the Church of the Nazarene affirms the following about the Bible: 

1. The Scriptures are plenary inspired. 
2. There are 66 books in the Old and New Testaments. 
3. These 66 books were divinely inspired.4 
4. These 66 books inerrantly reveal the will of God as it relates to salvation. 

 

                                                                                                                      
1 O rthodox: Theological views that are affirmed by the Bible, and have been held to by the New Testament Church as well as 
many Early Church Fathers. 

 The Bible alone is the Holy Spirit-inspired Word of God, and is the source of all revelation, doctrine, and 
authority. 

 Grace alone is the basis for salvation. 

 Faith is the only means through which one can attain the free gift of eternal life. 

 Christ is the only Savior and the only mediator between God and man. 
Scr ipture: refers to all writings within the Bible, Genesis 1:1 to Revelation 22:21. 
Inspiration:  The act whereby the Holy Spirit moved in the hearts of men to write the Holy Scriptures. 
Iner rancy:  The extent of inspiration.  Since God breathed the words of the Scriptures we know that these words are 
without error in whatever they affirm. 
Authority:  The extent of inspiration and inerrancy.  Since the Word of God is both inspired and inerrant it therefore has 
full authority in everything it affirms. 

2  
3 Manual Church of the Nazarene 2005-2009, page 31. 
4 Divinely inspired indicates that the method and the mode of inspiration are attributed to God. 
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2. Neo Orthodoxy in the Church of the Nazarene 
 
The third affirmation from the Article of Faith5 is orthodox in its content as it correctly affirms the mode of 
transmission;6 -orthodox.7  The Church 
of the Nazarene affirms that although God inspired8 the original autographs,9 His use of human authors disallow 
these original autographs from being written without error.  The Church of the Nazarene further affirms that while 
the human element allows for the personality of the writers to be seen in their writings, it also allows for the 
limitations of human knowledge and the human condition to be seen in their writings.10  These limitations can be 
seen in the historical, geographical, scientific, and mathematical statements made by the inspired authors.11 
 

official position on inspiration can also be seen in a statement issued by the Board of 
General Superintendents12 which states, 
  

[Quote 002] 

13  
 
This affirmation, along with others issued  are said to, 
 

[Quote 003] 
 

14 
 
The Board of general Superintendents stated their reason for releasing the  
 

[Quote 004] 
The Christian Church has faced withering attacks from professed atheists without and the horrific 
challenges of scandal within. Clearly, the world deserves a response.15 
 

                                                                                                                      
5 The 66 Books in the Bible are divinely inspired (Page 4) 
6 Transmission refers to the process by which the inspired writers received the inspired Word of God, and then wrote this 
inspired message. 
7 Neo- al 
position. 
8 The Greek term for this is theopneustos, and it literally means from the very breath of God. 
9 Original Autographs are the original writings of the inspired writers. 
10 See Quote 006 on page 6. 
11 See Quote 007 on page 6. 
12 The government of the Church of the Nazarene is a combination of episcopacy and congregationalism. Six elected 
representatives serve on the Board of General Superintendents which is the highest position within the Nazarene Church.   This 
board is charged with the responsibility of administering the worldwide work of the Church of the Nazarene. The Board of 
General Superintendents also interprets the denomination's book of polity, the Manual of the Church of the Nazarene. 
(www.nazarene.org/ministries/administration/visitorcenter/about/display.aspx) 
13 http://www.ncnnews.com/nphweb/html/ncn/article.jsp?id=10009167&sid=10009167 

Christian Theology, 1:171. 
14 http://www.ncnnews.com/nphweb/html/ncn/article.jsp?id=10009167&sid=10009167 
15 http://www.ncnnews.com/nphweb/html/ncn/article.jsp?id=10009167&sid=10009167 
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In this statement the Board of General Superintendents give a response that subverts the Word of God and affirms a 
neo-orthodox position on inspiration and inerrancy.  The Board of General Superintendents state that the inspiration 
occurs as the Bible is being read, and becomes the infallible Word of God which is used for faith and practice or 

-orthodox view of inspiration will lead to difficulties with the view of 
inerrancy, and this is demonstrated by General Superintendents Dr. Paul Cunningham and Dr. Nina Gunter who 
dismiss the importance of the full inerrancy of the Scriptures in an email where they state, 
  

[Quote 005] 
rstanding of inerrancy that is focused on the literal accuracy of data is misdirected in a quite 

modern direction.  It reflects a western scientific understanding of truth and language that is inadequate 
for biblical (and Christian) notions of truth.  

 
This difficulty concerning inerrancy is also evident in the fourth statement,16 which appears to be consistent with 
Orthodox Christianity based on what it affirms; however, what it does not affirm makes it consistent with neo-
orthodoxy.  This statement does not affirm the full inerrancy of the Bible, and this is demonstrated by the use of the 

 
 

intention of Article of Faith IV is that what is revealed in Scripture is inerrant, and not all of its contents.  The 
content of what is inerrantly revealed hings 

way Scripture is inerrant is in its function to reveal what is necessary for salvation.  This conclusion that the Church 
of the Nazarene affirms a limited inerrancy view of the Bible is again confirmed by General Superintendent Paul 
Cunningham when h What is the official position of the Church of the Nazarene on the issue of 

 
 

[Quote 006] 

17 message does not embrace the scope of these other areas of 
 

 
,  

  
[Quote 007] 

 
 
It is clear from both Article of Faith IV and the statements by the Board of General Superintendents that limited 
inerrancy is the official position of the Church of the Nazarene.  Although Article of Faith IV uses 2 Timothy 3:15-
1718 to support its position on inerrancy, the Church of the Nazarene has adopted a neo-orthodox definition of the 
word Scripture This neo-orthodox definition has redefined the word Scripture  to only apply to those things 
which pertain or concern salvation, and anything that does not apply to the salvation message is not Scripture.   
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                      
16 The 66 Books inerrantly reveal the will of God as it relates to Salvation. 
17 Soteriology is the branch of theology that deals with salvation or things that concern our salvation. 
18 2 Timothy 3:15-17 And that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that 

leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  16All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good 

work. (NASB Updated 1995).   
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This can be seen in an email written by General Superintendent Dr. Nina Gunter in which she states, 
 

[Quote 008] 
regarding the 

story of salvation scriptural message 
 (emphasis added) 

 
In these statements Dr. Gunter clearly indicates that the whole body of Scripture and the scriptural message is 
limited to those things related to salvation (faith and practice), and anything outside of this is not Scripture, and 
therefore would not be included in the truth taught in 2 Timothy 3:15-17. 
 
These positions on IIA of the Bible are stated to be both the Wesleyan position and the position that John Wesley 
himself held to.  This is demonstrated in an email from Dr. Paul Cunningham who states, 
  

[Quote 009] 

 
 
Dr. David Felter, General Editor for the Board of General Superintendents and Editor in Chief for Holiness Today, 
encourages the rejection of the full inerrancy of the Bible and encourages the acceptance of the Wesleyan 19 
of the Bible.  This can be seen in the following statement: 
 

[Quote 010] 

full-orbed Wesleyan position which cannot be articulated any better than Article IV in our Articles of 
 

 
Therefore according to the Manual of the Church of the Nazarene,20 statements from the General Superintendents, 
and statements from the General Editor for the Board of General Superintendents, the Church of the Nazarene 
affirms the following concerning the inspiration, inerrancy and authority of the Bible: 

1. The original autographs are not error-free. 
2. The Bible is not fully inerrant. 
3.  
4. The Bible becomes the inspired Word of God. 
5. Inerrancy reflects a modern, western scientific understanding of truth. 
6. The Wesleyan position on the inerrancy of the Bible is limited inerrancy 

 
 

3. Defense Against the Affirmations of the Church of the Nazarene 
 
While the Church of the Nazarene may affirm, teach, and advance the heretical positions above on the IIA of the 
Bible, these positions are not intellectually consistent, do not hold up to scrutiny, and are inconsistent with sound 
biblical doctrine.  These positions reflect a neo-orthodox and modern position, and are in direct conflict with the 
teachings of Jesus Christ  
 
 

                                                                                                                      
19 Wesleyan View is being used as described by General Superintendent, Dr. Paul Cunningham. 
20 The Manual of the Church of the Nazarene contains the decisions and judgments of ministerial and lay delegates of the 
General Assembly, and is therefore authoritative as a guide for action. Because it is the official statement of the faith and 
practice of the church and is consistent with the teachings of the Scriptures, we expect our people everywhere to accept the 
tenets of doctrine and the guides and helps to holy living contained in it. (Manual Church of the Nazarene 2005-2009, page 31.) 
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3.1   The Original Autographs are not Error-F ree 
 
Although God used mankind to take part in the writing of the Scriptures, there is no reason to assume that just 
because man is capable of err he will err.  If man errs when he is capable of err then the statement, iginal 
autographs are not error-free due to the human element that was involved in the writi
either because it was written by man who is capable of err.  Furthermore, if this same principle is applied equitably 
then anything that is written by man cannot be trusted. 
 
Although man is capable of err on his own, when he is empowered and inspired by the Holy Spirit he is only 
capable of truth.  The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 2:12-13 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God, 13which things we also speak, not 
in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual 
words. 
 
Jesus tells his disciples in John 14:26 name, He 

  In this passage God promises the 
apostolic writers that they will be aided by the Holy Spirit as they write, preach and teach the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  This truth is also found in John 16:13-14 when Jesus said, 
guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and 
He will disclose to you what is to come.  He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it  
 

any way limit the perfection of the masterpiece that came from His hand. 21 
 
It is clear from Scripture that God promised that the inspiration of His message (the delivery) would be without 
error and the transmission (the writing) of His message would also be without error.  
is evident in their writing, the Bible teaches that they were writing the very words breathed by God.  This truth is 
taught by Peter who wrote in 2 Peter 1:20-2122 that men spoke from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit.  The 
Greek word for moved is pheromenoi, 

Bible writers never credited their words to mere human reason, and both Old and New Testament passages reveal 
this truth. 
 
 
3.2   The Bible is not Fully Inerrant 
 
It should not be argued that the Bible is a history book, geography book, science book, or a math book; however, it 
should be argued that when the Bible speaks on these subjects it does so without error.  
 
The Historicity of the Old Testament 
The Bible claims in Joshua 6:2023 that the walls of Jericho fell outwards.24  For centuries critics scoffed because 
walls of cities do not fall outwards: they fall inwards.  However, in 1930 archaeologist John Garstang conducted an 
excavation, and proved that not only was Jericho a city, but that the walls fell outwards. 

                                                                                                                      
21 James R. White, Scripture Alone, Bethany Press Publishers: Minneapolis, MN. P. 63. 
22 2 Peter 1:20-21  But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,21for no 

prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. (NASB Updated 1995).   
23 Joshua 6:20 So the people shouted, and priests blew the trumpets; and when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, the 

people shouted with a great shout and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight 

ahead, and they took the city. (NASB Updated 1995).   
24 naphal, and indicates that the walls fell outward, not inward. 
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A century ago familiar biblical cities such as Jericho, Samaria, Bethel, Shiloh, Bethshan, Gezer, Nineven, Babylon, 
Ur and many other cities were undiscovered, shapeless mounds.  Critics pointed to this error as partial evidence that 
the Bible is not historically reliable.  Within the last 100 years, all of these cities have been discovered and 
excavated.  These excavations have produced material which confirms the biblical account of these cities. 
 
The persons, places, and events listed during the different periods of Old Testament history match up well with the 
facts and evidence from history and archaeology.  Recent developments in textual criticism give examples of 
reversals by liberal critics who dismissed Old Testament passages for lack of evidence and then were forced by new 
evidence to accept them as historically reliable. 
 
The historicity of the Old Testament is reliable because of the testimony of Jesus Christ, God in human flesh, 
whose claims were validated by his resurrection from the dead.25 
 
The Historicity of the New Testament 
For centuries critics questioned the historicity of the New Testament based on Romans 16:23,26 Acts 17:6-8,27 as 
well as other passages. 
 
In Romans 16:23 Paul, writing a letter to the Romans while he was in Corinth, mentions the city treasurer, Erastus.  
Critics said there was no historical evidence that Erastus ever lived.  However, excavations of Corinth in 1929 
found this inscription on a pavement: "Erastus, curator of public buildings, laid this pavement at his own expense."  
 
In Acts 17:6-8 Luke called civil authorities in Thessalonica "politarchs." Critics said there was no such person. 
However, nineteen inscriptions have been unearthed which use this title. 
 
Cornelius Tacitus,28 Gaius Suetonius Tranquillas,29 Lucian,30 Pliny,31 The Jewish Talmud,32 Mara Bar-Serpaion,33 
and Flavius Josephus34 all affirm the historical account of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, and Mara Bar-Serpaion 
and Josephus confirm the historical account of the resurrection.  Julius Africanus35 confirms the darkness that 

eclipse could not take place during a full moon, as was the case during that Passover season. 
 

                                                                                                                      
25 McDowell, Josh: Josh McDowell's Handbook on Apologetics. electronic ed. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1997, c1991. 
26 Romans 16:23 Gaius, host to me and to the whole church, greets you Erastus, the city treasurer greets you, and Quartus, the 

brother. (NASB Updated 1995).   
27 Acts 17:6-8 When they did not find them, they began dragging Jason and some brethren before the city authorities, shouting, 

" These men who have upset the world have come here also; 7and Jason has welcomed them, and they all act contrary to the 

decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus. "   8They stirred up the crowd and the city authorities who heard 

these things. (NASB Updated 1995).   
28 Cornelius Tacitus (55-  
29 Gaius Suetonius Tranquillas (Chief Secretary of Emperor Hadrian, 117-138 AD). 
30 Lucian was a second century Greek Satirist. 
31 Pliny (The Younger Roman Governor of Bithynia in Asia Minor around 112 AD). 
32 The Jewish Talmud was compiled between 70 and 200 AD. 
33 Mara Bar-Serapion, of Syria (Writing between 70 and 200 AD). 
34 Flavius Josephus (37-97 AD), Court Historian For Emperor Vespasian. 
35 Julius Africanus a writer around 221 AD. 
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Archaeological and historical evidence concerning the historical events, places, names, and concepts mentioned in 
the New Testament conclusively affirm the basic historical reliability of the text.  Not only are the New Testament 
authors accurate in their general historical observations, they are also accurate and meticulous in their recording of 
details.   
 
Geography 
Critics said Acts was unreliable because Luke wrote in Acts 14:636 that Lystra and Derbe were in Lycaonia and 
Iconium was not.  However, in 1910, Sir William Ramsay found a monument that showed Iconium was a Phrygran 
city, and subsequent discoveries confirmed that.  
    
Science 
The Bible has made numerous scientific claims, most of which were unproven at the time they were written.  Many 
of these claims were believed to be false for many centuries and in some cases millenniums. 
 
In the field of astronomy, the Bible states that each star is unique (1 Corinthians 15:41),37 states the precision of 
movement in the universe (Jeremiah 31:35-36),38 and describes the suspension of the Earth in space (Job 26:7).39  In 
the field of meteorology, the Bible describes the circulation of the atmosphere (Ecclesiastes 1:6)40 and includes 
some principles of fluid dynamics (Job 28:25).41  In the field of biology the Bible describes the value of blood 
(Leviticus 17:11),42 and describes biogenesis (Genesis 1:11-12, 21, 25).43  In the field of hydrology the Bible 
includes a reasonably complete description of the hydrologic cycle (Psalm 135:7);44 (Jeremiah 10:13),45 and the 

                                                                                                                      
36 Acts 14:6 they became aware of it and fled to the cities of Lycaonia, Lystra and Derbe, and the surrounding region. 
37 1 Corinthians 15:41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star 

differs from star in glory. (NASB Updated 1995).   
38 Jeremiah 31:35-36 Thus says the LORD , Who gives the sun for light by day, and the fixed order of the moon and the stars for 

light by night, Who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar; the LORD of hosts is His name: 36 " If this fixed order departs from 

before Me, "  declares the LORD , " then the offspring of Israel also will cease from being a nation before Me forever. "  (NASB 
Updated 1995).   
39 Job 26:7 He stretches out the north over empty space , and hangs the earth on nothing. (NASB Updated 1995).   
40 Ecclesiastes 1:7 Blowing toward the south, then turning toward the north, the wind continues swirling along; and on its 

circular courses the wind returns. (NASB Updated 1995).   
41 Job 28:25 When He imparted weight to the wind and meted out the waters by measure. (NASB Updated 1995).   
42 Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your 

souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement. (NASB Updated 1995).   
43 Genesis 1:11-12 Then God said, " Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees on the earth bearing 

fruit after their kind with seed in them" ; and it was so. (12) The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed after their 

kind, and trees bearing fruit with seed in them, after their kind; and God saw that it was good. (NASB Updated 1995).   
Genesis 1:21,25 God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarmed after 

their kind, and every winged bird after its kind; and God saw that it was good. (25)God made the beasts of the earth after their 

kind, and the cattle after their kind, and everything that creeps on the ground after its kind; and God saw that it was good.  

(NASB Updated 1995).   
44 Psalm 135:7 He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth; Who makes lightnings for the rain, Who brings forth 

the wind from His treasuries. (NASB Updated 1995).   
45 Jeremiah 10:13 When He utters His voice, there is a tumult of waters in the heavens, and He causes the clouds to ascend 

from the end of the earth; He makes lightning for the rain, and brings out the wind from His storehouses. (NASB Updated 
1995).   
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recirculation of water (Ecclesiastes 1:7).46  In the field of geology the bible describes the shape of the earth (Isaiah 
40:22).47  In the field of mathematics the Bible gives the measurements for PI to be 3.1415926 (1 Kings 7:23).48, 49 
 
While there may be apparent discrepancies50 in the biblical account concerning geography, history, science and 
math (things not related to salvation) these apparent discrepancies have a way of resolving themselves.   Due to the 
dynamic nature of these fields of discipline what was once taught as fact is no longer supported within its own 
community.  For example, it is no longer taught that the earth is flat,51 that the earth is the center of the solar 
system,52 that bloodletting removes sick blood,53 that there are seven colors in the rainbow spectrum,54 that there are 
nine planets in our solar system,55 and that global warming exists56  just to name a few.   
 
Therefore to limit the inerrancy of the Bible to things that are necessary for salvation is both intellectually 
inconsistent and theologically dangerous.  It is intellectually inconsistent because the Bible is given authority and is 

topic.  Jesus said in Matthew 16:26 " For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? 
   It would seem that the intellectually consistent position would 

be if a person holds to the inerrancy of the Bible for salvation, the most important thing, then he should also affirm 
the inerrancy of the Bible for everything else the Bible speaks about.   It should be concluded that One who claims 
to bring truth should tell the truth in all matters with which He deals.  Limited inerrancy is also theologically 

                                                                                                                      
46 Ecclesiastes 1:7 All the rivers flow into the sea, yet the sea is not full.  To the place where the rivers flow, there they flow 

again. (NASB Updated 1995).   
47 Isaiah 40:22 It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who stretches out the 

heavens like a curtain and spreads them out like a tent to dwell in. (NASB Updated 1995).   
48 1 Kings 7:23 Now he made the sea of cast metal ten cubits from brim to brim, circular in form, and its height was five cubits, 

and thirty cubits in circumference. (NASB Updated 1995).   
49 In this case the word for circumference = "line" (    in Hebrew); however, in this verse "line" is written with an extra letter 
(      ).  Since Hebrew has no digits, all letters are also numbers, we can take the ratio of (the gematrical value of) the 
unusual word form (      ) to the regular word form (      ). Given that the gematrical letter values are:   

 = 100      = 6       = 5        therefore      +  + = 111  and   + =106 
Ratio: 111/106 = 1.047169811321 
X = False Number For PI = 3   

 
 

50 
 

51 Christopher Columbus disproved the flat-earth theory in 1492 with the discovery of the New World. 
52 Galileo Galilei disproved this theory in 1610 and stated the Sun was the center of the solar system. 
53 Bloodletting was a common practice until the late 19th Century when i  
54 Traditionally the rainbow spectrum consisted of seven colors (red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet).  However, 
in the year 2000 the color violet was removed as one of the colors in the rainbow spectrum. 
55 Traditionally our solar system was taught to have nine planets (Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Neptune, 
Uranus, and Pluto).  However in 2006, Pluto was reclassified and is no longer listed with the other eight planets in our solar 
system. 
56 While global warming has been stated to be a scientific fact, in 2010 emails surfaced that showed that most if not all of the 
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dangerous because it provides an avenue for relativistic, neo-orthodox, and liberal theological ideas to be taught, 
preached an accepted. 
 
 
3.3   The T Only Applies to Those Things Concerning Salvation 
 
Dr. Nina Gunter states that Scripture is not everything contained in the Bible, but rather the passages concerning 
salvation.57  However, the Bible bears a different testimony and position on this subject.  The Bible teaches that 
everything inspired by God is Scripture and is inerrant.  This truth can be seen in 2 Timothy 3:15-17 which states, 
And that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to 

salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every 
good work.  
 

 in verse 15 in reference to the Old Testament.  This same term 
was used by Josephus in Aginst Apion and Antiquities when he was referring to the Old Testament.  In Against 
Apion, Josephus ;58 this list contains the same books that are in the Old Testament today. 
 
The term all Scripture, in verse 16, is distinct from the sacred writings 
everything which, through the testimony of the Holy Spirit in the church, is recognized by the church as canonical, 
that is, authoritative. When Paul wrote these words, the direct reference was to a body of sacred literature which 

59 
 
The Apostle Paul clearly indicates this truth in 1 Timothy 5:18 which says, For the Scripture says, "YOU SHALL 

  In this passage 
Paul gives an example of what Scripture is and the breadth of Scripture.  Paul quotes the Old Testament 
(Deuteronomy 25:4),60 and then quotes from a letter written to the church (Luke 10:17),61 and places both these 
writings on the same level by calling them both Scripture.   Neither of these passages relate to the issue of salvation, 
yet the Apostle Paul calls them both Scripture.  Therefore, it should be concluded that the term Scripture is not 

62  
 
 

3.4   The Bible Becomes the Inspired Word of God 
 

in 2 Timothy 3:1663 that all Scripture is the Word of God, and in John 17:1764 that the Word of God is truth.  These 
passages clearly teach that the Bible is the Word of God and is the absolute truth, and does not become the Word of 

                                                                                                                      
57 See Quote 008 on page 7. 
58 Against Apion, (1, 8). 
59Hendriksen, William ; Kistemaker, Simon J.: New Testament Commentary : Exposition of the Pastoral Epistles. Grand 
Rapids : Baker Book House, 1953-2001 (New Testament Commentary 4), S. 301. 
60 Deuteronomy 25:4 You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing. (NASB Updated 1995).   
61 Luke 10:17 Stay in that house, eating and drinking what they give you; for the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not keep 

moving from house to house. (NASB Updated 1995).   
62 Canonical Writings refer to those writings that have apostolic authority, accepted by the churches, and confirmed by the 
church councils. 
63 2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 

righteousness. (NASB Updated 1995).   
64 John 17:17 Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. (NASB Updated 1995).   
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God and does not become truth as it is read.  The Bible is the Word of God and it is the absolute truth regardless of 
whether it is read or not.   
 
Affirming the position that the Bible becomes the inspired Word of God and authoritative as it is read opens the 

ifferent for each 
reader.  As each person experiences his or her own truth, the absolute authority and the absolute truth of the Bible is 
nullified. 
 
This position can be seen in theology classes currently being taught at Nazarene Institutions where they teach that a 
person is not responsible or held accountable for their sins, even adultery or murder, unless they are made aware 
(from reading the Bible) that their actions are sinful. 
 
This teaching is in direct opposition to the Word of God which states,  For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that 
which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  For since the creation of the 
world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood 

65 
 

receives a pass for being ignorant or unaware of his fallen condition for the sins he has committed, then when he is 
bad news because he is in a worse state since he is now held 

accountable and is responsible to act on it.  If this is the case there is no need for World Evangelism because people 
 

 
 

3.5   Inerrancy Reflects a Modern, Western Scientific Understanding of Truth 
 
Although the Church of the Nazarene affirms that inerrancy reflects a modern, western scientific understanding of 
truth, this statement is simply not true.  The belief of full inerrancy is not modern, nor does it reflect a western 
scientific understanding of truth as stated by the Board of General Superintendents.66   
 
The early New Testament Church held to the full inerrancy of the Scriptures; however, there were those inside the 
church that rejected the full inerrancy of the Scriptures which led to the teaching of a false Gospel.  The Apostle 

I am amazed that you are so quickly 
deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; which is really not another; only there 
are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.  But even if we, or an angel from heaven, 
should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!  As we have said 
before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be 
accursed!  For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God?  Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying 
to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ. 67 
 
The view of full inerrancy can be seen in the writings of the earliest Church Fathers.68 Clement of Alexandria (150 - 
c. 215), Tertullian (c. 160-c. 220), Jerome (347-420), and Augustine (354-430) all affirmed that the entire Bible is 
infallible.  Augustine, who was a prolific church father, and is considered to be one of the most influential church 
leaders, stated  
                                                                                                                      
65 Romans 1:18-20 (NASB Updated 1995).   
66 See Quote 6.02 on page 6. 
67 Galatians 1:6-10 (NASB Updated 1995).   
68 The Church Fathers, Early Church Fathers, or Fathers of the Church are the early and influential theologians and writers in 
the Christian Church, particularly those of the first five centuries of Christian history. The term is used of writers and teachers 
of the Church, not necessarily saints. 
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entire Bible is without error.  This position on full inerrancy was also affirmed by John Wycliffe, John Knox, 
Martin Luther, and John Calvin and was one of the foundational beliefs for the Protestant Reformation.   
 
 
3.6   The Wesleyan Position on the Inerrancy of the Bible is Limited Inerrancy 
 
The belief on full inerrancy can also be seen in the teachings of John Wesley.  Although the Church of the 
Nazarene affirms that John Wesley held to a limited inerrancy view of the Bible, this does not accurately reflect the 
teachings and writings of John Wesley, as he wrote in his journal on July 26, 1776 
  

[Quote 011]  
[I]f there be any mistakes in the Bible, there may as well be a thousand. If there be one falsehood in that 

book, it did not come from the God of truth.  
 
It is clear from this statement that John Wesley believed in the full inerrancy of Scripture, and that Scripture is not 
limited to those things that concern salvation.  John Wesley agreed that the one who claims to bring the truth should 
tell the truth in all matters. 
 
 
3.7   Dictation Method of Inerrancy 
 
While the Church of the Nazarene believes and teaches the only way the Bible can be inerrant is through the 
dictation method69 this is simply incorrect and very misleading.  General Superintendent Dr. Nina Gunter states 
 

[Quote 012] 

Clearly, the Church of the Nazarene did not adopt a Fundamentalist position regarding the mechanical 
dictation theory of inspiration, but, instead, chose to align its beliefs with the dynamical theory as 
described by Dr. Wiley.70 

 
While the dictation method is a way God could have provided mankind with an inerrant Bible, this was not the 
mode that He chose to use.  The Holy Spirit did not suppress the personality of the human writer, but raised it to a 
higher level of activity.  Therefore, the individuality of the human author was not destroyed, and we find in the 
Bible a wide variety of style and language. Inspiration, in other words, is organic, not mechanical. During the 
process of writing, the Holy Spirit in a thoroughly organic connection with the human author suggested to the mind 
of the human author the language, style, and words which would be the most appropriate vehicle for the 
interpretation of the divine ideas for people of every rank and position, age and race.  Therefore, though every word 
is truly the word of the human author, it is even more truly the Word of God.71  
 
Many of those who oppose the full in

These types of questions are 
misleading as the earliest Old Testament autographs did not contain vowels,72 and the earliest New Testament 

                                                                                                                      
69 Dictation Method or the Mechanical Method is the view that God dictated every single word in the Bible, and that the human 

 
70 H. Orton Wiley, Christian Theology V1, p176-177. 
71Hendriksen, William ; Kistemaker, Simon J.: New Testament Commentary : Exposition of the Pastoral Epistles. Grand 
Rapids : Baker Book House, 1953-2001 (New Testament Commentary 4), S. 302 
72 Ancient Hebrew when written did not contain vowels.  The word Jehovah would be written JHVH, and the word Yahweh 
would be written YHWH. 
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manuscripts were written in capital letters without spaces.73  Although punctuation is not inspired as it was added 
later as an aid to the reader, much like the chapters and verses were added, punctuation and grammar are very 
important to the understanding and the interpretation of the Bible.  In Matthew 5:18,74 Jesus tells his disciples that 
even the smallest Greek and Hebrew letters are important.75  This truth can be seen in Luke 23:42-4376 when Jesus 
promises the thief on the cross that he would be with Him in Paradise.   The location of the comma in verse 43 
indicates when the thief would be joining Jesus in Paradise.   
 

Luke 23:43  Comma in the correct place Luke 23:43  Comma moved 
And He said to him, "Truly I say to you, today you 

 
And He said to him, "Truly I say to you today, you 

 
 
If the comma is before the word today then the thief enters paradise on that very day; if the comma is after the word 
today, then Jesus makes the promise on that day that the thief would be with Him in Paradise, but the when is 
unknown.  While the comma itself is not inspired where it is placed greatly influences interpretation, and can 
introduce non-biblical beliefs.  Allowing the Bible to interpret the Bible, the first reading is reinforced by 2 
Corinthians 5:8 which says, We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be 

 (KJV) 
 
 

4. Logical Conclusions 
 

Limited inerrancy is theologically dangerous because it allows for divergent, non-orthodox and heretical views to 
enter the church and be accepted as truth.  Once this door is opened it is nearly impossible to close, and there is 
almost no limit to what is accepted as truth.  This can be seen in the Church of the Nazarene as they now accept 
multiple non-orthodox and heretical theological views.   
 
 
4.1   Theistic Evolution 
 
Theistic evolution and evolutionary creationism are similar concepts that reject the literal interpretation of the first 
eleven chapters of Genesis, and assert that classical religious teachings about God are compatible with the modern 
scientific understanding about biological evolution.  Theistic evolution teaches that there is a God, that God is the 
creator of the material universe and (by consequence) all life within, and that biological evolution is simply a 
natural process within that creation.  Evolution, according to this view, is simply a tool that God employed to 
develop human life. 
 
Theistic evolution, however, is inconsistent with biblical teaching.  The Bible says that sin and death entered the 
world and reigned through one man, Adam.77  
The Bible says in Romans 8:20-22 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who 

                                                                                                                      
73Unical was the form of writing used in ancient Greek literature.  This writing contained no spaces and only capital letters 

 
74 Matthew 5:18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will 

by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. (New International Version) 
75  
76 Luke 23:42-43 And he was saying, "Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!"  43And He said to him, " Truly I 

 (NASB Updated 1995).   
77 Romans 5:12,14 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread 

to all men, because all sinned.  14Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the 

likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. (NASB Updated 1995).   
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subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of 
the glory of the children of God.   22For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth 
together until now.  The Bible clearly teaches that death did not exist until after Adam sinned, and this is in direct 
conflict with theistic evolution.   According to theistic evolution, death existed before Adam for it is through death 
and only through death that the evolutionary process can take place.  Theistic evolution and special creation are 
mutually exclusive, they are not compatible, nor can they be reconciled.  Either the Bible is right or theistic 
evolution is right. 
 
Currently the Nazarene colleges and universities promote theistic evolution as well as classical Darwinian 
evolution.  Richard G. Colling, Darrel R. Falk, and Karl Giberson, who are all professors at Nazarene colleges and 
universities, have all published books in favor of theistic evolution and classical Darwinian evolution.78 
 
In addition to these professors, some of the most well-known theologians in the denomination have also published 
work on science and religion.  Jay Oord, Michael Lodahl, and Samuel M. Powell have all published books 
reconciling creation and evolution.79 
 
Since the Church of the Nazarene holds that non-soteriological issues are not important then the theory of origins 
should not be important because it does not relate to salvation.  However, the Church of the Nazarene contradicts 
this position as so many Nazarene theologians spend so much time elaborating their theory of origins.  It is evident 
that the theory of origins is extremely important, and these Nazarene theologians, and professors desire to promote 
their view of origins and a high view of science and a low view of the Bible. 
 
Although this view of theistic evolution is held by church leadership, professors and theologians in the Church of 
the Nazarene, it is not widely accepted within the church body itself.  This is evident by the recent attempt at the 
27th General Assembly to change the official position on creation80 to no longer accept theistic evolution.  
Resolution CA-70881 attempted to add the phrase, 
  
 

                                                                                                                      
78 Richard G. Colling, author of Random Designer and professor at Olivet Nazarene University (1980  2009). 
Darrel R. Falk author of Coming to Peace With Science: Bridging the Worlds Between Faith and Biology, and professor at 
Point Loma Nazarene.  Karl Giberson of Eastern Nazarene, the first Nazarene scholar to publish with Oxford University Press, 
has published four books since 1993 on the tensions between science and religion, including his most recently published 
Saving Darwin. 
79 Jay Oord (Science of Love, The Altruism Reader), Michael Lodahl (God of Nature and of Grace), and Samuel M. Powell 
(Participating in God). 
80 (

Genesis 1:1).We oppose any godless interpretation of the origin of the universe and of humankind. 
However, the church accepts as valid all scientifically verifiable discoveries in geology and other natural phenomena, for we 
firmly believe that God is the Creator. (Articles I. 1., V. 5.1, VII.) (2005) 
81 (903.8. Creation) The Church of the Nazarene believes in the biblical account of creation.  We oppose any godless 
interpretation of the origin of the universe and of humankind. However, the church accepts as valid all scientifically verifiable 
discoveries in geology and other natural phenomena, for we firmly believe that God is the Creator. The biblical account states 

Genesis 1:1). Also, 
the biblical account explains: "For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, but he 
rested on the seventh day" (Exodus 20:11a). And Jesus taught: "...at the beginning of creation, God made them male and 
female" (Mark 10:6). The church affirms that the truth of God's word and the truth of all valid scientific evidences are the same 
truth. (Christian Action  708) 
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 [Quote: 013] 
[T]he biblical account explains: "For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and 

all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day" (Exodus 20:11a). And Jesus taught: "...at the 
 

 
The initial resolution failed and only passed after this phrase was removed thus still allowing for theistic evolution 
to be accepted within the Church of the Nazarene. 
 
 
4.2   Open Theism 
 
Open theism82 is an attempt to explain the foreknowledge of God in relationship to the free will of man, and the 
main argument of open theism is based on reconciling these two seeming paradoxical concepts.  Open theism 
asserts that if God absolutely knew the future, then mankind could not truly be free. Therefore, since mankind is 
free then God does not know absolutely everything about the future.   Open theism holds that the future is not 
knowable; therefore, God knows everything that can be known, but He does not know the future. 
 
Open theism is in direct opposition to the Bible as the Bible teaches that while mankind has freewill, God is 
omniscient and is able to know the future.  First John 3:20 declares that God knows everything,83 and Jesus said in 

I do not speak of all of you. I know the ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled, 
HE WHO EATS MY BREAD HAS LIFTED UP HIS HEEL AGAINST ME   In this passage Jesus is quoting a prophetic 

statement made nearly 1,000 years before by King David.84  Jesus uses this passage to call to light that the 
Scriptures have already foretold that He would be betrayed by a close friend.  There are only two ways this verse 
can be true.  Either God caused Judas to betray Christ, or God was able to see the event before it happened and 
inspired David to write the prophetic statement found in Psalm 41:9.   
 
If God is not omniscient, then the only way it would be possible for this passage to be true would be that God 
caused Judas to betray Jesus.  However, Let no one 
say when he is tempted, " I am being tempted by God" ; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not 

Since the betrayal of Jesus was a sin,85 and the Bible states that God cannot tempt or cause anyone 
to sin then the only way the betrayal of Christ could have been foretold would be through the omniscience of God.   
 
In Isaiah 41:21-24,86 a challenge is placed before the false gods for them to tell the things that are to come  which 
they are not 
not know the future?  If the Lord God does not fully know the future then by His own words He is judged, found 
wanting and disqualified from being God.  Therefore it should be concluded that God is omniscient and knows the 
future 

                                                                                                                      
82 Open theism is also known as openness theology or the openness of God. 
83 1 John 3:20 in whatever our heart condemns us; for God is greater than our heart and knows all things. (NASB Updated 
1995).   
84 Psalm 41:9 Even my close friend in whom I trusted, Who ate my bread, Has lifted up his heel against me. (NASB Updated 
1995).   
85 Matthew 26:24 " The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 

betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born. "  (NASB Updated 1995).   
86 Isaiah 41:21-24 21 " Present your case, "  the LORD says. " Bring forward your strong arguments, "  The King of Jacob says. 
22Let them bring forth and declare to us what is going to take place; As for the former events, declare what they were, That we  

may consider them and know their outcome. Or announce to us what is coming; 23Declare the things that are going to come 

afterward, That we may know that you are gods; Indeed, do good or evil, that we may anxiously look about us and fear 

together. 24Behold, you are of no account, And your work amounts to nothing; He who chooses you is an abomination. 
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4.3   Heretical Teachings in Universities 
 
Many if not most of these non-orthodox and heretical views are first introduced in Nazarene seminaries, colleges 
and universities.  These institutions train the next generation of pastors and church leaders who fill pulpits, lead 
students, lead worship, and become Sunday school teachers all throughout America and the world. 
 
In addition to the teaching of theistic evolution,87 open theism,88 a non-biblical position on sin,89 another non-
orthodox and heretical views can clearly be seen in a Spiritual Formation class offered at Nazarene Theological 
Seminary.  This class, Celtic Spirituality (SPF790),90 has the following course descriptive and rationale: 
 

[Quote 014] 
The renewal of interest in and even fascination with all things Celtic in recent decades begs the question: 
What do so many find compelling about these peoples and their culture? Embedded within the more 
well-known expressions of Celtic art, music, dance, and story are references to lesser-known spiritual 
traditions, both pre-Christian and Christian. What characterizes Celtic spirituality and what is its 
relevance for Christian spirituality today? In this course, these and other questions will be explored from 
the perspective of the Christian Celtic tradition. 

 
Celtic Spirituality also encourages the students and provides opportunities for the following: 
 
 [Quote 015] 

1. Practice prayer and meditation using Celtic Christian resources. 
2. Learn the basic history of Celtic peoples, places, and especially the saints. 
3. Articulate a Celtic-informed theology of creation, asceticism, and/or mission. 
4. Contextualize Celtic perspectives and practices into current life and ministry. 

 
The students are encouraged to continue practicing Celtic traditions after the course is over by  
  
 [Quote 016] 

Reading 
Reflection Questions. 

 
4.4   Heretical Teachings and Practices in the Church 
 
As these heretical new-age teachings become more prevalent in the Nazarene institutions it will only be a 
matter of time before these teachings make their way in to Sunday morning worship and into other church 
ministries.   which is produced by the Nazarene 
Publishing House and promotes and encourages pastors to incorporate the use of ashes on the forehead like 
the Roman Catholic Church does during an Ash Wednesday ceremony. 
 
This can also be seen in the student curriculum by Barefoot Ministries which is published by the Nazarene 

Sacred Life emphasizes the 
incorporation of the following into your spiritual life: 
 

 Imagio Dei91 
                                                                                                                      
87 See Page 15 (Section 4.1) 
88 See Page 17 (Section 4.2). 
89 See Page 12 (Section 3.3). 
90 See Appendix B - Course Syllabus (SPF 790) 
91 Is a concept and theological doctrine that asserts that human beings are created in God's image, and therefore have inherent 
value independent of their utility or function.  Neo-Orthodox theologians (like Karl Barth, Emil Brunner) argue that it is our 
ability to establish and maintain complex and intricate relationships that make us like God. 
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 Ignatius Examen92 
 Spiritual Pilgrimage93 
 Prayer Beads94 
 Lectio Divina95 

 
The Nazarene Publishing House and Barefoot Ministries promote this book with the following statement: 
 

[Quote 017] 
These ancient Christian practices might not be well known or commonly practiced in your local church. 
You may have never heard of some of them before, but these spiritual disciplines have been a vital part 
of the Christian faith for centuries. 
 
As a handbook to the spiritual practices and prayers of the early Church, Sacred Life will challenge you 
to take part in an experiment in discipline. These spiritual disciplines will allow you to experience God's 
grace in new and profound ways, moving you forward in the journey to become more like Christ.96 

 
Sacred Space  which encourages students and young 

adults to enhance his or her prayer life by incorporating prayer labyrinths, the twelve stations of the cross, 
and other meditations.  
 
The Nazarene Publishing House and Barefoot Ministries promote this book with the following statement: 
 

[Quote 018] 
Ever want to just get away and be with God?  Does your mind wander when you sit down in one place to 
pray?  Want to spend more than 5 minutes with God without looking at your watch wondering how to fill 
the time?  Here is a way to let your body wander so that your mind and heart can stay focused on God.  
 
Sacred Space blends the ancient practices of the 12 stations of the cross and the "prayer path," and brings 
it into the everyday lives of youth and young adults.  Inside these pages you will find everyday life 
settings. You will walk through meditations that can be practiced anywhere - the mall, a park, a campus, 
on a mission trip, or even at home.  
 
There are also traditional meditations, and an explanation of how to set up a traditional prayer path for 
your group.  Sacred Space is about turning everyday space into sacred space - and integrate the ancient 
practices of the faith into everyday life.   So, with a copy of this book in your hand, and a searching heart, 
take a journey through these "mini-retreats," that will have you spending your lunch, devotional time, or 

                                                                                                                      
92 The D
discern his direction for us.  It is a 5-
the day with gratitude. (3) Pay attention to your emotions. (4) Choose one feature of the day and pray from it.(5) Look toward 
tomorrow. 
93 A spiritual pilgrimage is a physical journey toward a place of sacred or religious significance. It can also be an open-ended 
undertaking with no specific destination in mind; where the journey itself becomes a quest of personal reflection on your faith, 
to show devotion to the divine or to make spiritual amends. 
94 Prayer beads or Rosaries are used by members of various religions such as Roman Catholicism, Orthodox Christianity, 
Anglicanism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, and Bahá'í Faith to count the repetitions of prayers, chants or devotions. 
They may also be used for meditation, protection from negative energy, or for relaxation. 
95 Latin for divine reading, spiritual reading, or "holy reading," and represents a traditional Catholic practice of prayer and 
scriptural reading intended to promote communion with God and to increase in the knowledge of God's Word. 
96 http://www.nph.com/nphweb/html/bfv3//itempage.jsp?itemId=083-415-0131 
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Saturday afternoon interacting with your surroundings and reflecting on God and your world in a new 
way.97 

 
 
4.5   Wesleyan Quadrilateral 
 
Those holding to a limited inerrancy view of the Bible will have multiple issues to reconcile.  The greatest of these 
is how to interpret the Bible especially for instances where the specific passage does not relate to salvation.  To aid 
in this process the Church of the Nazarene has adopted the Wesleyan Quadrilateral.  John Wesley neither coined the 
term nor used it; it represents a contemporary attempt to summarize the fourfold set of guidelines Wesley used in 
reflecting on theology.   
 
Don Thorsen explains the Wesleyan Quadrilateral as, 

 
[Quote 019] 

interdependent relationship between the primacy of scriptural authority along with the secondary albeit 
genuine rel 98 

 
Don Thorsen goes on to say, 
 

[Quote 020] 
The Wesleyan Quadrilateral must be taken in balance, and none of the other three apart from scripture 

should be viewed as being of equal value or authority with scripture. None of these should be taken in 
isolation without the balancing effect of the others, and always Scripture should have the central place of 

99 
 
The Wesleyan Quadrilateral100 may provide an accurate method of interpreting a Bible passage that relates to 
salvation since Scripture is given primacy and authority over experience, tradition, and reason.  However, for 

provides a dangerous method of interpretation as  the Bible passage, experience, tradition, and reason are all placed 
on the same level of authority. 
 
The application of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral for passages not related to salvation (as determined by the Board of 
General Superintendents) allows a valid interpretation of the creation account found in Genesis 1 to be theistic 
evolution; the flood account from Genesis 6 to be a local flood or a metaphorical flood; the story of Job and the 
story of Jonah to both be Old Testament parables; the account of the ten plagues in Egypt from Exodus 7-11 to be 
naturally occurring events.  It also allows for a valid interpretation of any other passage (not relating to salvation) 
that can be supported by experience, tradition, and reason. 
 
The Bible speaks about the consequences of limiting the inerrancy of Scripture and elevating experience  Proverbs 
14:12 There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death; elevating reason  1 Corinthians 
3:19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God F He is the one who catches the wise 
in their craftiness  elevating tradition  Mark 7:13 Thus invalidating the word of God by your tradition which you 
have handed down; and you do many things such as that. 
 

                                                                                                                      
97 http://www.nph.com/nphweb/html/nph/itempage.jsp?itemId=083-415-0093 
98 Don Thorsen

Zondervan, 1990; Lexington, KY: Emeth Press, 2005). 
99 Ibid 
100 See Diagram in Appendix C 
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While it may be said that the Bible can be used to promote or justify any action this is not a correct statement.  
Since the Bible is the truth then its only correct application is for the truth.  If it is not used for truth then it is not 
Scripture but rather human reason, experience, or tradition. 
 
 
4.6  The Post- -T  
In an attempt to bring in as many people as possible, the Church of the Nazarene has adopted a post-modern101 
Big-Tent A post-modern Big-Tent A

attempt to create an environment of tolerance that accepts multiple views on non-salvation issues.   This position 
can be seen in an email written by General Editor Dr. David Felter where he states, 
 

 
[Quote 021] 

concentrate its focus on the issues of salvation, redemption, and sanctification, and thus avoid the 
controversies that wracked the Protest  

 
The Church of the Nazarene is not the first to use a -  by defining Scripture to be those things 

 same approach can be seen by the Episcopal Church in their Article of Faith VI on 
the Holy Scriptures which states, 
 
 
 [Quote: 022] 

Holy Scripture contains all things necessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may 
be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be believed as an article of the faith, or 
be thought requisi 102 

 
Big Tent A

inerrancy of the Bible to justify ordaining V. Gene Robinson (a practicing homosexual) to the office of bishop in 
2003, and Tracey Lind (a practicing 
position on ordaining homosexual men and lesbian women demonstrates the logical conclusion that results from 
affirming a limited inerrancy of the Bible. 
 
This same approach can be seen in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America in their Constitutional Bylaws on 
the Bible which states, 
 

[Quote: 023] 
The canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Tes

or 
service in the world.103 

 
In A -
their rejection of the full inerrancy of the Bible led to endorsing the ordination of noncelibate gays. 
 
While the mainstream denominations that endorse the sin of homosexuality have different articles of faith and 
different distinguishing doctrines, there is one that ties them all together  a limited inerrancy view of the Bible. 
 

                                                                                                                      
101 A major tenant o
is not the truth for another. 
102 The Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion: Article VI 
103 ELCA Constitutional Bylaws, page 19 
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While several denominations and societies have taken steps to either adopt full inerrancy or further clarify their 
position on the full inerrancy of the Bible,104 the Church of the Nazarene has refused to take this step.  The Board of 
General Superintendents rejected a proposed amendment that would align Article IV to reflect the full inerrancy of 
the Bible. 
 
 

Current Article IV Proposed Amendment (JUD-805) 
We believe in the plenary inspiration of the Holy 
Scriptures, by which we understand the 66 books of 
the Old and New Testaments, given by divine 
inspiration, inerrantly revealing the will of God 
concerning us in all things necessary to our 
salvation, so that whatever is not contained therein is 
not to be enjoined as an article of faith. 

We believe in the plenary inspiration of the Holy 
Scriptures, by which we understand the 66 books of 
the Old and New Testaments, given by divine 
inspiration, inerrant throughout, and the supreme 
authority on everything the Scriptures teach, so that 
whatever is not contained therein is not to be 
enjoined as an article of faith. 

 
cover those who 

believe in the full inerrancy of Scripture.  This can be seen in an email by Dr. David Felter where he states, 
 

[Quote 024] 

full-orbe  
 
Dr. Felter goes on to say in an email about those who believe in a world-wide flood, 
 

[Quote 025] 
The world-wide flood may illuminate some obscure truth for you, but the larger question hinges on how 

 
 
By not accommodating those who hold to the full inerrancy of the Bible, the Big Tent Approach is in conflict with 
itself, as its main goal of reaching as many people as possible is violated with the exclusion of those who believe 
the Bible has no errors. 
 
 
4.7   Who Decides? 
 
A major point of contention with the doctrine of limited inerrancy is that according to the Manual of the Church of 
the Nazarene105 the General Superintendents are responsible for determining what is Scripture and what is not 
Scripture, what is authoritative and what is non-authoritative, and what is inerrant and what is error.106  This is the 
type of high-church that John Wesley wrote against in his essay 
Board of General Superintends to determine these things is also dangerous because as the members of the board can 
change from general assembly to general Furthermore, it is 

determine Scripture but to rather discover Scripture. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                      
104 In 2006 the Evangelical Theological Society adopted the Chicago Statement of Inerrancy (full inerrancy) to clear up any 
confusion surrounding their position on this issue. 
105 See footnote 12 on page 5. 
106 See Quote 6.02 and Quote 6.03 on Page 6. 
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4.8   Requirements on Pastors 
 
As the Church of the Nazarene and its institutions continues to adopt, affirm, and teach non-orthodox and heretical 
positions, their pastors are required to affirm these positions and affirm support for the Nazarene institutions.107  
Pastors are also required not to preach or teach anything that is not in-line with the positions of the Church of the 
Nazarene.   
 
Seminary students are being trained that Wesleyans and Nazarenes do not believe in the full inerrancy of the 

congregation to 
108 

 
Therefore, a pastor who preaches and teaches that the Lord is omniscient and His Word is fully inerrant is not in-
line with the positions of the Church of the Nazarene. 

 
 

5. Conclusion 
 

vs. 
subjective.    A more appropriate terminology is right-theology or wrong-theology as right-theology is bible-centric 
and wrong-theology is man-centric.  This wrong-theology is addressed by Jesus Christ when He addressed the Big 
Tent Approach when he said, Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads 
to destruction, and there are many who enter through it.  For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to 
life, and there are few who find it. 109 
 

t in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying 
attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons. 110  Clearly, teaching a limited inerrant view of the Bible is a 
doctrine of demons and a false Gospel.111  Sadly, many people within the church have followed after this doctrine 

desires, and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to 112 
 
As this is done the Gospel of Christ is not preached, and where the Gospel of Christ is not preached people will not 
be saved.  The Bible says that the Gospel of Christ is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.113 
 

                                                                                                                      
107 See Appendix D  pplication.  Question 9 requires the minister to affirm all positions of the Church of 
the Nazarene, and Question 10 requires the minister to wholeheartedly support the Nazarene Institutions. 
108 Rev. Gary L. Waller  Christian Preaching II (Spring 2009) 
109 Matthew 7:13-14 (NASB Updated 1995). 
110 1 Timothy 4:1 (NASB Updated 1995). 
111 Galatians 1:6-10 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different 
gospel; 7which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8But 
even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be 
accursed! 9As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, 
he is to be accursed! 10For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying 
to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ. 
112 2 Timothy 4:3-4 (NASB Updated 1995). 
113 Romans 1:16 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 

Jew first and also to the Greek (NASB Updated 1995). 
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While it cannot be argued that contemporary scholarship points to the limited inerrancy view of the Bible, it would 
seem that this is not an issue of scholarship, but rather an issue of Lordship.  It is often said that minor errors and 
discrepancies in geography, history, and science are not important because the Bible is the lens we use to see God.  
However, it must be realized that if the lens is dirty then the image seen will be distorted. 
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6. Appendix  

  
CHICAGO  STATEMENT  OF  INNERANCY  

  
This  was  the  statement  that  launched  the  International  Council  on  Biblical  Inerrancy,  an  interdenominational  joint  
effort  by  hundreds  of  evangelical  scholars  and  leaders  to  defend  biblical  inerrancy  against  the  trend  toward  liberal  
and  neo-‐orthodox  conceptions  of  Scripture.  
  
An  individual  who  affirms  the  nineteen  articles  listed  below,  in-‐
on  the  inerrancy,  inspiration,  and  authority  of  the  Scriptures.  
  
ARTICLES  OF  AFFIRMATION  AND  DENIAL  
  

Article  I.  
WE  AFFIRM  that  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  to  be  received  as  the  authoritative  Word  of  God.  
  
WE  DENY  that  the  Scriptures  receive  their  authority  from  the  Church,  tradition,  or  any  other  human  source.  

  
Article  II.  

WE  AFFIRM  that  the  Scriptures  are  the  supreme  written  norm  by  which  God  binds  the  conscience,  and  that  the  
authority  of  the  Church  is  subordinate  to  that  of  Scripture.  
  
WE  DENY  that  church  creeds,  councils,  or  declarations  have  authority  greater  than  or  equal  to  the  authority  of  the  
Bible.  

  
Article  III.  

WE  AFFIRM  that  the  written  Word  in  its  entirety  is  revelation  given  by  God.  
  
WE  DENY  that  the  Bible  is  merely  a  witness  to  revelation,  or  only  becomes  revelation  in  encounter,  or  depends  on  
the  responses  of  men  for  its  validity.  

  
Article  IV.  

WE  AFFIRM  that  God  who  made  mankind  in  His  image  has  used  language  as  a  means  of  revelation.  
  
WE  DENY  that  human  language  is  so  limited  by  our  creatureliness  that  it  is  rendered  inadequate  as  a  vehicle  for  
divine  revelation.  We  further  deny  that  the  corruption  of  human  culture  and  language  through  sin  has  thwarted  
God's  work  of  inspiration.  
  

Article  V.  
WE  AFFIRM  that  God's  revelation  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  was  progressive.  
  
WE  DENY  that  later  revelation,  which  may  fulfill  earlier  revelation,  ever  corrects  or  contradicts  it.  We  further  deny  
that  any  normative  revelation  has  been  given  since  the  completion  of  the  New  Testament  writings.  
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Article  VI.  
WE  AFFIRM  that  the  whole  of  Scripture  and  all  its  parts,  down  to  the  very  words  of  the  original,  were  given  by  
divine  inspiration.  
  
WE  DENY  that  the  inspiration  of  Scripture  can  rightly  be  affirmed  of  the  whole  without  the  parts,  or  of  some  parts  
but  not  the  whole.  
  

Article  VII.  
WE  AFFIRM  that  inspiration  was  the  work  in  which  God  by  His  Spirit,  through  human  writers,  gave  us  His  Word.  The  
origin  of  Scripture  is  divine.  The  mode  of  divine  inspiration  remains  largely  a  mystery  to  us.  
  
WE  DENY  that  inspiration  can  be  reduced  to  human  insight,  or  to  heightened  states  of  consciousness  of  any  kind.  
  

Article  VIII.  
WE  AFFIRM  that  God  in  His  work  of  inspiration  utilized  the  distinctive  personalities  and  literary  styles  of  the  writers  
whom  He  had  chosen  and  prepared.  
  
WE  DENY  that  God,  in  causing  these  writers  to  use  the  very  words  that  He  chose,  overrode  their  personalities.  

  
Article  IX.  

WE  AFFIRM  that  inspiration,  though  not  conferring  omniscience,  guaranteed  true  and  trustworthy  utterance  on  all  
matters  of  which  the  Biblical  authors  were  moved  to  speak  and  write.  
  
WE  DENY  that  the  finitude  or  falseness  of  these  writers,  by  necessity  or  otherwise,  introduced  distortion  or  
falsehood  into  God's  Word.  
  

Article  X.  
WE  AFFIRM  that  inspiration,  strictly  speaking,  applies  only  to  the  autographic  text  of  Scripture,  which  in  the  
providence  of  God  can  be  ascertained  from  available  manuscripts  with  great  accuracy.  We  further  affirm  that  
copies  and  translations  of  Scripture  are  the  Word  of  God  to  the  extent  that  they  faithfully  represent  the  original.  
  
WE  DENY  that  any  essential  element  of  the  Christian  faith  is  affected  by  the  absence  of  the  autographs.  We  further  
deny  that  this  absence  renders  the  assertion  of  Biblical  inerrancy  invalid  or  irrelevant.  

  
Article  XI.  

WE  AFFIRM  that  Scripture,  having  been  given  by  divine  inspiration,  is  infallible,  so  that,  far  from  misleading  us,  it  is  
true  and  reliable  in  all  the  matters  it  addresses.  
  
WE  DENY  that  it  is  possible  for  the  Bible  to  be  at  the  same  time  infallible  and  errant  in  its  assertions.  Infallibility  and  
inerrancy  may  be  distinguished  but  not  separated.  
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Article  XII.  
WE  AFFIRM  that  Scripture  in  its  entirety  is  inerrant,  being  free  from  all  falsehood,  fraud,  or  deceit.  
  
WE  DENY  that  Biblical  infallibility  and  inerrancy  are  limited  to  spiritual,  religious,  or  redemptive  themes,  exclusive  
of  assertions  in  the  fields  of  history  and  science.  We  further  deny  that  scientific  hypotheses  about  earth  history  
may  properly  be  used  to  overturn  the  teaching  of  Scripture  on  creation  and  the  flood.  

  
Article  XIII.  

WE  AFFIRM  the  propriety  of  using  inerrancy  as  a  theological  term  with  reference  to  the  complete  truthfulness  of  
Scripture.  
  
WE  DENY  that  it  is  proper  to  evaluate  Scripture  according  to  standards  of  truth  and  error  that  are  alien  to  its  usage  
or  purpose.  We  further  deny  that  inerrancy  is  negated  by  Biblical  phenomena  such  as  a  lack  of  modern  technical  
precision,  irregularities  of  grammar  or  spelling,  observational  descriptions  of  nature,  the  reporting  of  falsehoods,  
the  use  of  hyperbole  and  round  numbers,  the  topical  arrangement  of  material,  variant  selections  of  material  in  
parallel  accounts,  or  the  use  of  free  citations.  

  
Article  XIV.  

WE  AFFIRM  the  unity  and  internal  consistency  of  Scripture.  
  
WE  DENY  that  alleged  errors  and  discrepancies  that  have  not  yet  been  resolved  violate  the  truth  claims  of  the  
Bible.  

  
Article  XV.  

WE  AFFIRM  that  the  doctrine  of  inerrancy  is  grounded  in  the  teaching  of  the  Bible  about  inspiration.  
  
WE  DENY  that  Jesus'  teaching  about  Scripture  may  be  dismissed  by  appeals  to  accommodation  or  to  any  natural  
limitation  of  His  humanity.  

  
Article  XVI.  

WE  AFFIRM  that  the  doctrine  of  inerrancy  has  been  integral  to  the  Church's  faith  throughout  its  history.  
  
WE  DENY  that  inerrancy  is  a  doctrine  invented  by  scholastic  Protestantism,  or  is  a  reactionary  position  postulated  
in  response  to  negative  higher  criticism.  

  
Article  XVII.  

WE  AFFIRM  that  the  Holy  Spirit  bears  witness  to  the  Scriptures,  assuring  believers  of  the  truthfulness  of  God's  
written  Word.  
  
WE  DENY  that  this  witness  of  the  Holy  Spirit  operates  in  isolation  from  or  against  Scripture.  

  
Article  XVIII.  

WE  AFFIRM  that  the  text  of  Scripture  is  to  be  interpreted  by  grammatico-‐historical  exegesis,  taking  account  of  its  
literary  forms  and  devices,  and  that  Scripture  is  to  interpret  Scripture.  
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WE  DENY  the  legitimacy  of  any  treatment  of  the  text  or  quest  for  sources  lying  behind  it  that  leads  or  relativizing,  
dehistoricizing,  or  discounting  its  teaching,  or  rejecting  its  claims  of  authorship.  

  
Article  XIX.  

WE  AFFIRM  that  a  confession  of  the  full  authority,  infallibility  and  inerrancy  of  Scripture  is  vital  to  a  sound  
understanding  of  the  whole  of  the  Christian  faith.  We  further  affirm  that  such  confession  should  lead  to  increasing  
conformity  to  the  image  of  Christ.  
  
WE  DENY  that  such  confession  is  necessary  for  salvation.  However,  we  further  deny  that  inerrancy  can  be  rejected  
without  grave  consequences,  both  to  the  individual  and  to  the  Church.  
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Does the Bible 
Passage Relate to 

Salvation?

Bible Passage

Critical ThinkingChurch TraditionExperience

Is the Scripture 
Passage supported by 

Experience, Tradition, and 
Reason?

Accepted as Scripture which is Inerrant

YESNO

Does Experience,
Tradition, and Reason 

agree with the 
interpretation?

Accepted as Truth under the Big Tent 
Approach

YES

NO

Scripture

The Bible Passage is 
Scripture and is Inerrant

The Bible Passage is not 
Scripture and is not Inerrant

YES

Critical ThinkingChurch TraditionExperience

Becomes the Word of God 
as it is read

NO

Does Scriptual 
Evidence outweigh 

Experience, Tradition,
and Reason?

NO

YES
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Church of the Nazarene 

 
Instructions:  This application should be provided to the district secretary or the district superintendent at 
least two weeks prior to your scheduled interview. The District Ministerial Credentials Board will use it to 

 
 
 
       
 
       

 
    Elder Candidate 
 
    Deacon Candidate 
 
    Licensed Minister Candidate 
 

 
 
Date: xx/xx/xxxx 
              mm/dd/yy 

 
 

 
Full Name:         Male      Female 
 
Address:       Phone:       
 
       E-mail:       
    (City/State or Province/Postal Code) 
District:       Local Church Membership:       
 
Social Security #:       Birth Date:       Birthplace:       
 
Marital Status:       Date of Marriage:       
 

       Birth Date:       Birthplace:       
 
# of Children:                    Birth Date:       
 

             Birth Date:       
 

       Birth Date:       
  

 
E DU C A T I O N IN F O R M A T I O N 
List al l schools attended and degree earned. 

School Name Y ear G raduated Degree Major/Minor 
High School     
College/Univ.     
     
     
Bible College     
Seminary     
Other     
 
First local   local church on  
 
What part of a validated Course of Study for Ministers have you completed?     ¼    ½    ¾    All 
 
Are you now enrolled or do you plan to enroll in one of our Nazarene institutions?        Yes        No 
 
If yes, which one?  
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R E L I G I O US E XPE RI E N C E 
 
1. Describe your call into the ministry: 
 
2. Describe your conversion: 
 
3. Are you entirely sanctified?       Yes      No    Share your experience: 
 
4. Have you had any spiritual lapses since your conversion and sanctification?      Yes       No    
    If yes, explain: 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
C H UR C H RE L A T I O NS 
 
5. Record of Church membership (last five years) 

Y ear Church Served as * 
   
   
* Sunday School Superintendent, church board member, minister of music, NMI president, NYI president, teacher, etc.  
 
6. Have you ever been district licensed or ordained in the Church of the Nazarene?   Yes       No 
    If yes, list the most recent district that granted you a district license along with the date it was granted or 
    the year of ordination and district on which it took place : 
 
District:  Date:  
 
First district mini   Date:  

(Be fore a new distr ict l icense is granted, obtain a report and records from the district on which the l icense lapsed.) 
 
7. Record of Licensed Ministry 

Y ear L icensed by Distr ict Served as * Place 
                        

      
 

                  

      
 

                  

      
 

                  

      
 

                  

      
 

                  

      
 

                  

*Evangelist, pastor, teacher, student, other. If other, explain.  
 
8. Have you ever been involved in church trouble of any kind?    Yes       No 
    If yes, please explain: 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. Are you in full sympathy and hearty accord with the standards, doctrines, and government of the Church 
    of the Nazarene?      Yes        No 
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10. Will you wholeheartedly support the Church and its institutions?    Yes        No 
 
11. What experience have you had thus far in preaching? 
 
12. Do you sense the urgency of Christians being entirely sanctified?    Yes        No 
      Does your ministry result in the sanctification of believers?    Yes        No 
      If no to either of the above questions, please explain: 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13. How many would you estimate were sanctified under your ministry during the past two years? 
 
PE RSO N A L IN F O R M A T IO N 
 
14. Are you in good health?    Yes        No 
      If no, state particulars:       
  
15. Are your spouse and children in good health?    Yes        No 
      If no, state particulars:       
 
16. Are there physical irregularities in your family that would hinder your ministry?        Yes        No 
      If yes, please explain:       
 
17. Does your spouse support you in your commitment to fulfill your calling?              Yes        No 
      If no, please explain:       
 
18. List your financial debts. 

Financial Debt Amount 
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
 
19. Are you behind on any debt or obligation?     Yes        No 
 
If yes, explain:       
 
20. Have you been divorced?    Yes        No 
 

Details of said divorce of the applicant must be submitted to the presiding General Superintendent 
in jurisdiction for their review, in accordance with Manual paragraphs 320 & 427.1 (#7, #8).  
Are you willing to do so?      Yes       No       If these have not been submitted, immediate 
contact should be made with the District Secretary about it. 

 
21. Has your spouse been divorced?     Yes        No 
 
22. If married, are you now living with your spouse?    Yes        No 
 
      If no, what are your reasons?       
 
 
23     Yes        No 
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      Have you ever been accused of child molestation, exploitation or abuse?    Yes        No 
 
If yes to either of the above questions, please explain: 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Date:  
 
 

A W O RD T O APPL I C A N TS 
 

The Manual of the Church of the Nazarene is specific in matters pertaining to the licensed ministry of the 
church.  These sections should be read carefully and the necessary requirements met before application is 
made for a district license.  List the paragraph numbers from the Manual indicating the portion you have 
read dealing with th  
 

 
The General Assembly has outlined the COURSE OF STUDY in the Manual and is detailed in the regional 
Sourcebook on Ordination.  This course will be supervised by the District Ministerial Studies Board. 
Information may be secured by contacting the chairman of the district board, or you may consult with your 
local pastor. 
 
 
 
 

jbjerke
41


	Position Paper(1.07).pdf
	Celtic Spirituality(B).pdf
	Wes Quad(C).pdf
	Minister License Application(D).pdf

